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Introduction

This collection includes photos, digital photos and slides taken by Tom Perry or
collected from others over the course of two decades researching Patrick County history
concentrating on James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart. These images will be housed in the
Special Collections Department of the Newman Library at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg,
Virginia, the Bassett Historical Center of the Blue Ridge Regional Library in Bassett,
Virginia, and the Mount Airy Museum of Regional History in Mount Airy, North
Carolina.

This guide gives a general description of the collection by compact disk with
subdirectories. A detailed description with thumbnails follows. Use of this material is
restricted and requires written permission from Tom Perry for publication of any
material.

This collection in February 2008 contains 32 compact disks.

Tom Perry
P. O. Box 50
4443 Ararat Highway
Ararat, VA 24053
www.freestateofpatrick.com
freestateofpatrick@yahoo.com
276-692-5300



4

DETAILED PHOTO DESCRIPTIONS AND THUMBNAILS

Disk #1
Subdirectories

African-American
Clark’s Creek School in Ararat, VA, Laurel Hill (Stuart’s Birthplace) interpretive
signs, Kittie Reynolds and Reynolds Homestead.

Ararat River
Digital photo images of the Ararat River from Bell Spur Church to North Carolina
state line including Moore Family Reunion and Ararat, Virginia, sites including J.
E. B. Stuart’s Birthplace. Also, photo of Pilot Mountain and Mount Airy, North
Carolina sites and the White Sulphur Springs Resort site.

Augusta Georgia
Digital photos of Augusta, Georgia, and Edgefield, South Carolina related to
Hobbs Family and Jonathan Hanby Carter.

Bedford and Franklin County Virginia

Berkely
Digital images of trip to Berkeley plantation in 2000s.

BHC (Bassett Historical Center)
Digital photos of the Bassett Historical Center of the Blue Ridge Regional Library
including photos of Tom Perry, Anne Copeland, Patricia Ross, Pam
Hollandsworth, Sam Eanes, Douglas Stegall, Fieldale Heritage Festival and O. E.
Pilson.

Bowling_Korea
Digital photos of Bowling Family site in Meadows of Dan, Virginia, including
grave of Patrick County solider who died in Korea Tom Bowling and Jonathan
Bowling, who died in Iraq in 2005.

CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps)
Digital photos of FDR Memorial in Washington, D. C. relating to the Civilian
Conservation Corps.

Covered Bridge
Digital photos relating to the two covered bridges in Patrick County, Virginia.

Fairystone
Photos of images from Fairystone Park.
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Goblintown Grist Mill
Digital photos of the Goblintown Grist Mill in northeastern Patrick County
including the late George Charlie Cox.

Henry County Virginia
Digital photos of Henry County sites such as the old downtown courthouse,
Fieldale Lodge, Bassett Historical Center and Philpott Reservoir.

Persons included: Theodore M. “Teddy” Guynn, Ron Hall, Totsey Hill, Moore Family,
Raleigh and Shelby Inscore Puckett, Tom Perry, Joe and Tyler Scales



6

Disk #2
Ararat River

Digital photos of the Ararat River from Bell Spur in Virginia to Siloam,
North Carolina including Joe and Tyler Scales at the falls through Mount
Airy, NC to Ararat, NC. Images include Guynn bottomland in Ararat, VA,
Moore Cemetery and family reunion, Mitchell House at Stuart’s
Birthplace, Oakdale Cemetery in Mount Airy and Rockford, NC.
Highway 58
Digital photos of signs along Hwy 58, the J. E. B. Stuart Highway in
Patrick County
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Disk #3
Ararat River
Carroll County Virginia (Courthouse shooting photos)
Kentucky Lewis and Clark
Missouri
Mitchell’s Mill between Claudville and Dry Pond VA in Patrick County
Maps
North Carolina

This disk contains photos along the Ararat River from its origin at Bells Spur down the
Blue Ridge Mountains to Ararat, VA, Patrick County including the Guynn Farm that I
grew up spending a lot of time on including river bottomland, Moore Family Cemetery,
Moore Family members during a trip in 2005 to the area, the yellow forsythia at Stuart’s
Birthplace and The Hollow History Center project. Photo of Theodore Guynn and Dr.
Eric Jarrell who grew up together in Ararat VA.

Photos of the Ararat River in North Carolina including Ararat NC, Pilot Mountain,
Mount Airy NC including Oakdale Cemetery, Siloam NC, Rockford NC, White Sulphur
Springs

There are photos from trip to Missouri and Kansas in 2002. They include photos from
Kentucky of Daniel Boone’s grave, Man o’ War’s grave. Zachary Taylor’s grave. St
Louis photos of Zoo and Gateway Arch.

There are Stuart Family photos including Judge Alexander Stuart’s grave in Staunton
along with Flora Cooke Stuart’s home in the same city and Stuart Hall the Episcopal
Girl’s School she headmastered.

Maps of Patrick County from various sources.

Personal photos of trip to Asheville NC including Thomas Wolfe’s grave.
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Disk #4
Ararat, Virginia
Hollow History Center
Monticello
Patrick County Music
Patrick County Project

This disk contains images from 2005 of Ararat VA including Ruritan, fire
departments, Blue Ridge School, Rescue Squad, Post Office, Willis Gap Community
Center and the Dan River Park. A section of Blue Ridge School History including the
time the Quakers ran the school as Friends Mission up through Principal Fred Brim, the
first African-American to be hold such a position and the ceremonies honoring retired
teachers including my father Erie M. Perry.

Persons included: Dr. Gates, Harden Smith, Erie and Betty Perry, Jeff Scales,

Photos of Carrie Sue Bondurant Culler and her family including the Pedigos are included
along with George Guynn at places such as The Hollow Post office from Barbara
Bowman Clement, of which a detailed description is available in this collection.

Maps of Patrick County. Trip to Monticello.

Photos relating to J. E. B. Stuart and his musical interest including Sam Sweeney.

Patrick County Oral History Project photos and materials at Virginia Tech.

The building of the railroad exhibit at The Hollow History Center including Ron Hall,
Nash Lawson, Kenney Kirkman and Raleigh Puckett. Grand opening of The Hollow
History Center with photos including the Pucketts, Betty Perry, Inscores, Charles and
Mildred Hill, Chris and Karen Corbett.
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Disk #5
Civil War
Orlean Hawks Puckett
Patrick County Court House

This disk includes photos of Lexington VA relating to Thomas J. “Stonewall”
Jackson’s house and grave. Photos from the Union officers from George Stoneman’s
1865 raid through Patrick County including Stoneman, Gillem, Palmer, Brown, Miller.
Photos of Patrick County Confederate Generals A. W. Terrell. Photos from trip to West
Virginia Civil War sites where Patrick County soldiers fought and Point Pleasant, New
River Gorge Bridge, Booker T. Washington, Photos from Civil War book on Patrick
County including Fort Delaware, jail, etc.

Photos relating to Orlean Hawks Puckett including Blue Ridge Parkway cabin, graves of
her children in Doe Run section of Ararat.

Photos of Patrick Henry related sites in Henry County VA.

Photos at Bassett Historical Center including Perry Collection and portrait of Patrick
Henry.

Photos of Patrick County Courthouse including markers on the grounds and Patrick
County Administration building including Wall of Honor.

Orlean Hawks Puckett
OP 1 John and Orlean Puckett
2 Orlean Mountain House
3 Orlean with Hawks and Puckett Families
4 Orlean in front of cabin with Maxwell Hawks the last baby she delivered August
30, 1938
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Disk #6
Bob Childress
Mount Vernon/Manassas
Patrick County Historical Markers
Revolutionary War
Surry County North Carolina
Texas
Tom Perry

This disk includes photos of Reverend Robert Childress made famous in the book
The Man Who Moved A Mountain. Childress born in and spent half in his life in Ararat
VA. Also included are photos of the six rock churches Childress helped build on the Blue
Ridge Plateau. Photos of sites in Ararat VA include the cabin believed lived in by
Childress and the grave of his first wife Pearlie.

Photos of trip to Mount Vernon and Manassas battlefield.

Photos of Patrick County Historical Highway markers and sites on the National and
Virginia Registers of Historic Places including Aurora “The Pink House, Cockram’s
Mill, Dan River Queen, Patrick County Courthouse. Also, Hughesville in eastern Patrick
County.

Photos of Guilford Courthouse Battlefield.

Photos of Samuel Crowley’s land in Woolwine. Crowley died at Point Pleasant WV,
photos of which are included.

Photos of trip Philadelphia including Washington’s Crossing State Park, Valley Forge.

Photos of Rockford NC speaking engagement and historic sites.

Photos of Gettysburg Battlefield including statue of John Reynolds.

Photos of Mount Airy NC including Civil War Roundtable (John Cail), Methodist
Cemetery, Oakdale Cemetery, Pat Woltz and Tom Perry, White Sulphur Springs.

Photos of Sam Houston Birthplace in Lexington VA.

Photos from Theodore Guynn’s birthday celebration in 2007 include Guynns,
Weathermans, Hills, Smiths.

Photos of Erie M. Perry’s induction into Mount Airy Sports Hall of Fame.

Photos of trip to Raleigh including Andy Griffith Statue.
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Photos of sunrise along Squirrel’s Spur Road and other landscapes such as Rainbow of
Rockbridge.

Photos of donations of Perry materials to Mt Airy Museum of History.

Photos of Tom Perry promoting history at Salisbury Prison Symposium and ceremony
honoring Erie and Betty Perry at Stuart’s Birthplace.

Photos of Tom Perry, Ashley Mcpeak, Casey Wilson in 2006. Hobbs Family in Augusta
Georgia including Betty Perry and Kathryn Green, children and grandchildren.

Person included: Anne Copeland, Marie Roop, Patricia Ross, Cole Snyder, Chris
Washburn, Eric Wittenberg, Pat Woltz

Bob Childress
BC 1 BC with unknown girl
2 Puckett Cabin
3 Lelia Montgomery
4 Pearl Ayers
5 BC
6 BC
7 BC at Slate Mt Church
8 Bob and sons during World War Two
9 Split Rail fence at Buffalo Mountain
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Disk #7
Reynolds
Stuart, Virginia
Vietnam
William Byrd
William Jackson Palmer
Zentmeyer

This disk includes photos of Reynolds Family including Kittie, Abram David,
Rock Spring Plantation, Richard Joshua Reynolds and related including gravesites and
statue in Winston-Salem NC.

Photos of Stuart VA sites including person such as Judge Ruth Williams, Woods
Brothers Racing Museum, Patrick County Courthouse and Library.

Photos of Zeb Stuart Scales military and personal career.

Photos of project to take rubbings for seven men from Patrick County who died in
Vietnam and shadow box made along with photos of Bobby Corns, Roger Bowman, and
four others honored.

Photos of William Byrd’s Westover Plantation along James River.

Photos of Union General William Jackson Palmer.

Photos of Zentmeyer Family who owned Sunnyside in Eastern Patrick County.
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Disk #8
Virginia Tech
Wall of Honor
World War Two

This disk includes photos relating to Virginia Tech football, campus and images
relating to April 16, 2007, tragedy.

Photos from Wall of Honor in Patrick County Administration building and
Bowling Family.

Photos relating to World War Two plane crash on Bull Mountain and research by
Clarence Hall.

Photos of World War Two soldiers and sailors from Patrick County including
Theodore Guynn, Eric Jarrell and Porter Bondurant.
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Disk #9
J. E. B. Stuart
J. E. B. Birthplace

This disk includes photos related to J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace, the Laurel Hill
Farm, in Ararat VA. Also, photos of Stuart Hall and related sites in Staunton VA.

Photos of visit to Cooleemee in Davie County NC with Judge Peter Hairston.

Photos of J. E. B. Stuart sites and images in Richmond. Photos of J. E. B. Stuart
play by Frank Levering

Photos of Flood Control Project Trees at Stuart’s Birthplace that were planted
then removed.

Photos from Wythe County VA relating to J. E. B. Stuart including grave of
Maria Crockett.

Photos of 2005-06 Civil War Encampment at Laurel Hill.
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Disk #10
J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace

This disk includes photos of J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace, the Laurel Hill Farm, in
Ararat VA which includes visit by Carroll County school group, ceremony honoring
Perry Family, slide program presented over 100 times on Stuart and interpretive signs
written by Tom Perry and Robert J. Trout.

Stuart related sites in Lynchburg, Jack’s Shop, Augusta County, Berry Hill in
Pittsylvania County, Pedigo/Bondurant lands near Laurel Hill, Emory and Henry College,
Saltville, Claudia Straw and granddaughter, J. E. B. Stuart V and VI, Joe Bill and Edith
Brown, Frank Levering play about J. E. B. Stuart, Old Family visit to Laurel Hill, John
D. Stuart home and grave in Wythe County, Cobbler Springs in Wythe County, Hillcrest
in Pulaski County, Cemetery in Pulaski VA where David P. Stuart and Anne Stuart
Pierce are buried,

Photos of William Alexander Stuart, Judge Alexander Stuart in possession of
Mrs. Stuart Campbell in Wytheville, VA.

Photos in Mount Airy NC including quarry, Methodist Church and Mount Airy
Museum.
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Disk #11
Aurora
Blue Ridge Parkway
Ann Guynn Markwith

This disk includes photos from Ann Guynn Markwith including photos from first
Civil War Encampment at Laurel Hill with J. E. B. Stuart IV. Also photos of Betty Perry
and Theodore Guynn.

Photos from 2007 of Aurora “The Pink House” in eastern Patrick County owned
by Roberto Sanchez who came from El Salvador to America and built restaurant business
in Martinsville.

Photos of Penn Family.

Photos along the Blue Ridge Parkway along Patrick County’s northern border and
Meadows of Dan VA.

Ann Guynn Markwith

AGM
1 Jeb Stuart Reenactment in 1990s
2 Same as 1
3 Theodore Guynn on tractor
4 Jeb Stuart Encampment
5 same as 4
6 same as 4
7 same as 4
8 Jeb Stuart IV shakes hands with reenactor portraying Jeb Stuart
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Disk #12
Mount Airy and Eastern Railroad “The Dinky”

This disk includes photos from the multiyear project of retracing the Mount Airy
and Eastern Railroad from Mount Airy NC to Kibler Valley in Patrick County VA with
Kenney Kirkman from 2004-2007.
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Disk #13
Mount Airy and Eastern Railroad “The Dinky”
Ann Hughes
BHC (Bassett Historical Center)
Bowling
Esther Johnson

This disk includes photos from the multiyear project of retracing the Mount Airy
and Eastern Railroad from Mount Airy NC to Kibler Valley in Patrick County VA with
Kenney Kirkman from 2004-2007.

Photos of Jonathan Bowling donated by Robin Bowling.

Photos of Robert Anderson donated by Esther Johnson.

Photos donated by Ann Hughes

Photos of Ben Barnard and Hollow Post Office in Ararat VA.

Various Photos from the Bassett Historical Center on Patrick County VA.

Bassett Historical Center

BHC
1 Confederate marker Stuart VA 1950s
2 Patrick County Courthouse 1950s
3 Judge Ruth Williams with Deborah Swofford and parents Barbara “Link” Shofford
4 John D. Taylor Clerk of PC Court
5 Downtown Stuart 1950s
6 Uptown Stuart 1950s
7 United Elastic 1950s
8 Patrick County Canning Co 1950s
9 Stuart Knitting 1950s Jane Hazelwood
10 Dorothy Martin of Patrick Springs Dupont
11 Rachel Via Patrick Springs Methodist Church
12 Reynolds Homestead: Nannie Sue Burton, Myrtle Lea
13 Store in Critz, Betty Ingram and Jimmy Lee Via
14 W. D. Critz Home: Nannie Sue Burton
15 Dorothy Martin at the Patrick Springs
16 Harden Reynolds Memorial School Nannie Sue Burton, Terry Gillery, Betty
Ingram
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Disk #14
Avis Turner
Debbie Hall

This disk contains photos donated by Avis Turner and Debbie Hall of Henry
County VA.

Avis Turner
1 Creed William Turner House near Central Academy Road
2 Creed and Anne Turner Family on Creed’s 80th birthday July 29, 1964
3 Cecil, Elbert, Creed and Mark (Four generations of Turner Family)
4 Making apple butter, Elbert Turner stirs, Avis watches
5 Cecil Turner stirs
6 Gladys Turner peels apples
7 Josiah Booth Conner home in 1936: Lena Conner Wood, daughter, Lillian Conner
Wood, Leon Conner, grandchildren on steps
8 Josiah Booth Conner House
9 same as 8
10 1962 Turner Family Reunion at Rocky Knob
11 Elbert and Avis Turner Oct 19, 1958 waterfall on Smith River
12 Waterfall on Smith River
13 same as 12
14 Abram Penn Hwy Marker
15 Jack’s Creek Covered Bridge August 1962
16 Same as 15
17 Abram Penn House March 1964
18 same as 17
19 Abram Penn Highway Marker
20 Dan River Queen
21 Dan River Queen 1967
22 Dan River Queen Oct 15, 1967 (80 people at a time)
23 Bob White Covered Bridge Dec 1962
24 Bob White Covered Bridge Dec 1962

Courtesy of Debbie and Elmer L. Hall

Dh1 Calvin Clark sold fairystones along Hwy 57
Dh3 Catherine Bowling Rorrer
Dh4 Calvin Clark and Charlie Manning brandishing their firearms married the Carter
sisters, Rosa and ?
Dh5 Calvin and Charlie and friends enjoying liquid refreshment
Dh6 Catherine Bowling Rorrer (1839-1933) 92 years old with her daughters and
granddaughters.
Dh 7 Vada Thornhill Hatfield and her other Callie Carter Thornhill (Vada married L. D.
Hatfield)
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Dh8 Front: Mildred Clark Arnold, Norman Haynes (GS), Leonard Clark. Back: Louise
Clark Turner, Mother Rosa Carter Clark, Alma Haynes (GD) Rosa is mother of Mildred,
Leonard and Louise, grandmother of Alma and Norman
Dh9 Thornhills having a soft drink: Left to right, Vada, mother Callie and ?
Dh10 Calvin Clark panning for fairystones
Dh11 Harden Stone in World War one uniform
Dh12 Carter Family with the Thornhills and Fergersons.
Dh13 Turner and Clark families together now under water of Philpott Lake
John Tandy Clark and Sarah Ann Frances Turner Clark
Dh14 L. D. Hatfield and Vada Thornhill. He slept with a gun under his pillow.
Dh15 Robert Hill Carter and Martha with family.
Dh16 Hattie Rose, Vincent and Wayne
Dh17 Hattie Rose and Vincent
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Disk #15
Bertie Guynn

Photos from Bertie Hill Guynn from 2007.

Bertie Guynn Photos
1 Teddy in June 1967 with Uncle Dick, Lady Bird, the horse
2 Theodore Guynn and George Guynn (1917-1972)
3 George Guynn 1965
4 Theodore Guynn in U. S. Navy
5 Theodore and Bertie Guynn Oct 1994
6 Theodore’s Mother Pearlie Martin and sister Ada Martin Jackson
7 USS Princeton
8 Theodore and Gray Guynn
9 USS Princeton
10 Martin Family: Floyd and Rhoda, Pearlie Martin Guynn (1891-1960) front far

right. Front Row: Posey, Della, Floyd, Rhoda, Pearlie. Back row: Burt,
Arthur, Lee, Willie, Maggie, Minnie, Ada

11 Elizabeth Brown Hill on haystack
12 Elizabeth Brown Hill and Dorothy Brown, Merlin Brown Bridge on road to

Mt. Airy
13 Carrie Sue Bondurant Culler
14 Porter and Pete? Bondurant
15 Elizabeth Brown Hill at Stuart’s Birthplace
16 Same as 15
17 Sug and Icy Bowman Brown’s house
18 Same as 17
19 Hill Family in Tobacco field in Canada
20 Hill Family in Tobacco barn in Canada
21 Tom Brown in Tobacco barn
22 Red Wagon 1934 Elizabeth Brown, Emily and Joyce Culler
23 Hilma Wray, Lucy Epperson, Mary Clement Martin on Merlin Brown Bridge
24 Porter Bondurant in World War Two
25 Bondurants and Merlin S. Brown in The Hollow 1936
26 Bondurant Family 1936: Eliza, Joe, Merlin, Mack, Pete
27 Pearl and Porter Bondurant during World War Two
28 Joe Bill and Elizabeth Brown in 1934
29 Theodore Guynn and Elizabeth Brown
30 Same as 29
31 Joe Bill and Edith Brown 1951
32 Oval Jarrell at Mabry Mill 1940
33 Bertie Guynn 1947 Mt Airy High School Graduation
34 Josephine Bondurant, Phoebe Bondurant Brown and Martha B. Pedigo
35 Bertie Hill and Elizabeth Brown
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36 Cornshucking at Harry Hills: Totsy Hill, George S., Merlin Brown, Harvey
and Jim King, Howard Cox, Harry and Warren Hill

37 White Sulphur Springs: Front: Essie Hill, Marie Jarrell. Back: Jackie Jessup,
Bertie Hill Guynn, Elizabeth Brown 1944-45

38 Bondurant House (Faye Bondurant)
39 Flood of 1979 September 9 1979
40 Same as 39
41 Wagontrain October 7 1982: Mike Hill and Amy Brown
42 Bertie Hill Guynn’s Sister: Nelda, Susie, Essie, Bertie
43 Emma Brown Brannock and Lena Beasley King at Grandpa’s Joe Bondurant

in 1920s
44 Tom Perry, Theodore Guynn and Kayla Markwith 2006
45 Theodore, Ann and Teddy Guynn 1964
46 Teddy, Ann and George Guynn 1967
47 Ann and George Guynn 1965
48 Theodore, Bertie, Teddy and Ann 1977
49 Theodore, George, Ann, Papa Lassie the dog Easter 1966
50 Teddy and Ann Guynn March 1967
51 Teddy and Ann Guynn December 25, 1964
52 Blue Ridge High School 1944
53 USS Princeton: Emily Culler Clement, Mary Frances Gates, Margie Fultz

McCreary, Jean Smith Cook, Phyllis Maude Gates, June Iris Culler
54 Blue Ridge High School in 1944 Boys: Dean McGrady, Theodore Guynn,

Claude Thompson, John Brown
55 Theodore in U S Navy 1946
56 Theodore Guynn
57 Theodore Guynn and Dr. W. Eric Jarrell
58 Guynn Barn in Fall
59 Guynn Barn in Winter
60 Joe Bill and Elizabeth Brown
61 Same as 60
62 Joe Bill, Elizabeth, Ed Brown and Warren Hill
63 Totsy and Indian Powell Hill
64 Ararat Partners Square Dancing
65 Same as 64
66 Theodore Guynn graduating Blue Ridge High School May 28, 1944
67 Hills on Fox Hunt
68 Hills shucking corn
69 Harry Hill tobacco
70 Totsy Hill world War One
71 Jesse Manning and mule
72 Slate School in 1915
73 Getting up hay
74 Dick Guynn Christmas 1944 in Europe
75 George and Ida Guynn 1961
76 Theodore Guynn in Havana during WW2
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77 Theodore Guynn in Navy 1945
78 Theodore Guynn on USS Princeton 1946
79 George Guynn 1909
80 Bertie and Theodore Guynn 1949
81 Theodore’s mother and aunt 1910
82 Same as 81 1912
83 George, Pearlie, Theodore and Dick Guynn 1929
84 Bertie Hill Guynn 1945
85 Oval: Long Davis Smith, Marvin Smith, Harry Epperson, Bob Childress,

Preston McCracken, Bessie Scales, Emma Pigg, Fenton Sawyers, Emma
Smith, Ethel Boyce

86 Same as 85
87 Boys in 85
88 Close up of 85
89 Bertie Hill Guynn Prom 1947
90 Rob and Totsy Hill
91 Jim Guynn and Teresa Dollyhite Perry
92 Jim, Teresa and Tom Perry
93 Teddy Guynn age 4
94 George Guynn
95 Pearlie Martin Guynn
96 Kayla Markwith
97 Same as 96
98 Teddy Guynn
99 Tom Perry
100 Theodore and Ann Guynn Markwith at wedding
101 Teddy Guynn and wife Jamie
102 Same as 101
103 Theodore Guynn at elementary school in 1933
104 Theodore Guynn at Blue Ridge High School
105 Theodore Guynn in U S Navy
106 Joe Bill Brown in U S Army
107 Theodore Guynn
108 Guynn Family
109 Theodore Guynn 1968
110 George Guynn Christmas 1926 The Hollow Post office, W. H. Bowman

Postmaster
111 Powell School 1918
112 Powell School 1920
113 Herman Hill in Merchant Marine
114 Jeb Stuart School 1924
115 Same as 114 1917
116 Jeb Stuart school close-up
117 Jeb Stuart school close up 1917
118 Peters Creek School “Stonewall” 1990
119 Dobyns School
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120 Chestnut Grove School 1921
121 Blue Ridge High School Dormitory
122 Same as 121
123 Same as 121
124 Same as 121
125 Ararat Post office
126 Blue Ridge School
127 Ararat Store, Weatherman Store
128 Theodore Guynn
129 Ann Green Pennington Dozier, Betty Hobbs Perry, Katharine Hobbs Green
130 Betty Hobbs Perry and sister Katharine Hobbs Green
131 Betty Perry
132 Same as 131
133 Chris and Kayla Markwith
134 Ann and Kayla Markwith
135 Teddy Guynn and Kayla Markwith
136 Theodore Guynn and Kayla Markwith (granddaughter)
137 Theodore Guynn and dog Lady
138 Bertie, Theodore Guynn and granddaughter Kayla Markwith
139 Bertie Guynn and Kayla Markwith
140 Kayla Markwith 2 ½ years old at Mabry Mill
141 Theodore Guynn’s birthplace
142 Same as 141
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Disk #16
Bertie Guynn continued
Jim Love

This disk includes photos from Bertie Hill Guynn donated in 2007.

Photos of Patrick County sites from Lt. Col. James Love of Dry Pond.

Jim Love 1 Baptism in Dan River Hill’s Grove Church 1951 Rt 103 bridge
Jim Love 2 Slate School Claudville on Elk Creek
Jim Love 3 Dinky Railroad loading crossties on flat car
Jim Love 4 Delcie Bateman Love reads mail in Claudville
5 Perkins Hotel (Jeb Stuart Inn) 1940s downtown Stuart
6 horse and wagon at Stuart Mercantile
7 Gaston Love 1922 in Claudville
8 Perkins Hotel (Lemon’s Jewelry up to Hudson Drug, Main Street to Slusher Street)
9 Wood Brothers
10 Hazel, Gene, Jehu and Bill Barnard in Meadows of Dan 1926
11 Romey Clement Claudville with 1950 Chevy
12 The Manse at Blue Ridge 1921
13 Asa Shelor, Jim Turman, Walter Banks, Otis Radford, Virgil Stanley in Ararat
14 Austin Hiatt transports apples from Coveland Orchard to market in 1908
15 William Epperson Sawmill in Ararat in 1910. William M. Epperson, Hy
Montgomery, Robert Epperson, Ben Young, Moses Epperson, McKinley Bowman,
Eldridge Smith, Harry Epperson, Charley Stevens, Sam Dehart, Arthur McBride,
Craft McMillian
16 Dr. Arthur Marion Gates in his office/pharmacy in Ararat
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Disk #17

Bobby Bowman Clement

This disk includes photos donated by Barbara Bowman Clement of Ararat VA.

Barbara “Bobby” Bowman Clement Day 1- Day 4

These photos from Romey and Barbara “Bobby Bowman Clement are from many areas
of Patrick County concentrating on the Ararat section. The Clements live at the
intersection of the Squirrel Spur Road and the Ararat Highway.

Bobby 1 Samuel Vipperman’s May 16, 1915

Row 1:Boyd Cox, Sam Vipperman, Claudia Vipperman, Martha Vipperman, Violet
Vipperman, Lewis Vipperman, Nora Vipperman, baby, Bowman baby

Row 2: Delbert Bowman, Elsie Shelor, Lucy Spangler, Gentrie Scott, Clara Cockram,
Fannie Vipperman, Lizzie Spangler, Josie Spangler, Emma Light

Row 3: unknown, Burnch Barnard, unknown, Lynch, Blanch Cockram, unknown, Lynch,
Ruffin Lynch, Carl Spense, Empress Spangler, Wimmer Yeatts, Mattie Light

Row 4: Nathan Cockram, Wallace Vipperman, Junus Bowman, Alvin Barnard, “Babe”
Dudley Spangler, Lois Barnard (Harris), Myrtle Spangler, Fannie Bowman, Ira Shelor,
Edd Vipperman, Curtis ______, Jim Childress, ? Vipperman, Earnest Cockram.

Bobby 2 John King, Tim Niten, Ben Barnard, Tom Barnard, Jane Barnard, Rosa Barnard,
Charlie Barnard
Bobby 3 Jimmy Rorrer with Howard Mabry before 1957 squirrel hunting in Ararat,
Virginia
Bobby 4 Train on trestle (H & M Collins)
Bobby 5 Jimmy Rorrer with Howard Mabry squirrel hunting (Bobby 3)
Bobby 6 Elmer Goins (R. A. Clements Jr.’s team and wagon)
Bobby 7 Pine Grove School
Bobby 8 Woolwine Post Office 1906 W. W. Dehart, Abe Morrison
Bobby 9 Pete Bondurant at Fort Bragg, North Carolina during World War Two
Bobby 10 Norma Shelor and Charles Hooker circa 1947
Bobby 11 Swinging bridge over Dan River in Kibler Valley in the early 1900s
Bobby 12 Blue Ridge School Class of 1908
Bobby 13 Blue Ridge School 1933
Bobby 14 Ararat Baseball Team before 1921
Front Row: Jeff Scales, Glenn Clark, Ray Mankins, Davis Smith, Marvin Smith, Monk
Smith.
Back Row: Herman Gates, Clark Branscomb, Steve Smith, Moir Clark, Edd Scales
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Bobby 15 Daniel and Frank Bowman
Bobby 16 Banjo Player Charlie Bowman and Lola Jessup McMillian
Bobby 17 Mamie B. Anderson, Edith Anderson, Virginia Beasley Mitchell (Mitchells
Mills)
Bobby 18 Totsie Hill, Edd Bowman
Bobby 19 Splash Dam on Dan River: Doris Croff Anderson (Kibler Valley)
Bobby 20 Carrie Anderson (Jefferson), Walter Cox
Bobby 21 Ilene Mills Cooks, Carrie Anderson Jefferson, Lelia Flippin
Bobby 22 Rob Hill shot down hot air balloon from Maryland near Little Dan River
Bobby 23 Group at Bell Spur
Bobby 24 Floyd Martin Family in 1895. Front Row: Posey, Della, Floyd, Rhoda, Pearlie.
Back Row: Burt, Arthur, Willie, Lee, Ada, Maggie, Minnie
Bobby 25 Carrie Sue Bondurant (Culler). Front, Josephine and Martha Bondurant
Bobby 26 Nathaniel Hill and Tamson Dix Terrell Hill
Bobby 27 Red Bank School: Mary Lee Mills Taylor, Vera Cox Smith, Mary Lou
Bateman Smith, Hope Mills Bateman, Everette Martin, Virginia Mills Hart, Oma
Bateman Jessup, Nina Arrington Flippin.
Bobby 28 Hills on Fox Hunt: Front, David Hill, Johnny Hill, Lacy Reid, Jesse, Harry,
Red, Totsie. Back: George Goins, Edd and Posey Hill on horses.
Bobby 29 Red Bank Graduation Class
Bobby 30 Agnes King
Bobby 31 John Bateman in tobacco field.
Bobby 32 Blue Ridge School
Bobby 33 Ararat Baseball Team. Front: James Martin, Jeff Scales, John Epperson, Ben
Belton, Worth Smith. Back Row: Marvin Smith, Steve Smith, Edd Scales, Ray Reynolds.
Bobby 34 Edith Clare Palmer and Virginia Hall.
Bobby 35 Carrie Sue Bondurant Culler with horse
Bobby 36 Roscoe Marshall and Joyce Culler
Bobby 37 Pearl A. Childress, Fultz Smith, ___, Kate King, child. Back: Banner King,
Rena McBride King
Bobby 38 Paving in Mt. Airy, NC
Bobby 39 Jeff, Barry and Robert Shelor
Bobby 40 Corn shucking
Bobby 41 Threshing at Flournoy Yeatts
Bobby 42 Threshing (First threshing machine on mountain.)
Bobby 43 World War One: Gus Hooker and Jess Dollarhite
Bobby 44 Threshing Flournoy Yeatts 1917
Bobby 45 Dr. Arthur Marion Gates of Ararat, Virginia
Bobby 46 Dan River Iron Bridge near Claudville: Roy Anderson, Taylor Anderson
Bobby 47 Clark’s Creek Bridge, Bondurant Hill, 1919. Left: Joseph H. Bondurant seated
Mack, Josephine. Right side: Orange King, boys Porter and Pete Bondurant, Carrie Sue.
Bobby 48 North Carolina Granite Quarry
Bobby 49 Nelson and Patsy Culler
Bobby 50 William Epperson in Civil War jacket
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Bobby 51 The Hollow Post Office: Daniel Dalton, Ralph Bowman, Elsie Bowman, Billy
Bowman
Bobby 2-1 Timothy Ray Goad, UNC-CH Football team 1984
Bobby 2-2 Meadows of Dan School 1914
Bobby 2-3 Meadows of Dan School 1917-18
Bobby 2-4 World War One in France at time of armistice
Bobby 2-5 World War Two Lester Hensley 1943
Bobby 2-6 Family of Tyra Barnard
Bobby 2-7 Hatcher Chapel School Group 1929-30
Bobby 2-8 Cutting wood: Bob Kimble, Elihue Bowman, Tom McCormick, John Kimble
Bobby 2-9 Irby Culler 1925
Bobby 2-10 Coveland Orchard 1908: Guynn Hiatt and McMillans
Bobby 2-11 Coveland Orchard 1908 Austin Hiatt
Bobby 2-12 Arnold Marshall holding Lizzie Pratech Marshall, Katie Marshall, Garfield
Marshall
Bobby 2-13 Davis R. Smith World War One
Bobby 2-14 Curtis Bowman, Tyre Bowman, Louis Radford
Bobby 2-15 Mountain Farm, Ola Radford
Bobby 2-16 Maydee and William Mitchell, George Watson, Raymond Blackmon
Bobby 2-17 World War One soldier/horse William Boyden Matthews
Bobby 2-18 Bill Matthews at Blue Ridge High School
Bobby 2-19 William and Maydee Mitchell with baby Allen
Bobby 2-20 Charlie Quesinberry, Dalton Culler, and Heath Quesinberry
Bobby 2-21 Harden Smith House
Bobby 2-22 Epperson and Watson Families
Bobby 2-23 Clyde Bowman Sr and Chris Bowman
Bobby 2-24 Bobby Bowman Clement at age 4
Bobby 2-25 Hazel Bowman and Beulah Kirkman at Flat Rock
Bobby 2-26 Tim Goad and Bobby Clement April 24, 1988
Bobby 2-27 1923 Friends Mission Academy: Mary Turner, Hattie Willis, Vida Puckett,
Clara Bowman, Annie Wilson, Nellie Wilson, Nannie King, Wavie Lawson, Nerva
Puckett, Lora Hendricks, Bessie Crisman, Essie Hendricks
Bobby 2-28 Theodore Guynn and Elizabeth Brown
Bobby 2-29 Carrie Sue Bondurant at Pedigo Cemetery
Bobby 2-30 Bridge Over Clark’s Creek 1919
Bobby 2-31 School Group Friends Mission School October 1910
Bobby 2-32 John Kimble in carriage near Bell Spur
Bobby 2-33 William Mitchell and mother
Bobby 2-34 Bell Spur School 1936-37
Bobby 2-35 Dinky Railroad
Bobby 2-36 Dobyns Church Group
Bobby 2-37 Tim and Homer Cox
Bobby 2-38 Pine Grove School (Doe Run)
Bobby 2-39 Mayberry School Teacher Bertie Shelor, Dorn Spangler (third row from left)
Bobby 2-40 Ada Via Lewis, Eliza Boothe Dehart, not Patrick County teachers
Bobby 2-41 Revenuers
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Bobby 2-42 Ellen, G. P., Joe and Ellen Montgomery
Bobby 2-43 Elmer R. and Clyde E. Bowman Sr (Bobby Bowman Clement’s parents)
Bobby 2-44 Clyde Bowman Sr. and Jr.
Bobby 2-45 John Thomas and Octavia Jessup Matthews (Bricks in Ararat)
Bobby 2-46 William Mitchell and grandmother
Bobby 2-47 Hunter’s Chapel School
Bobby 2-48 Danube Presbyterian Church
Bobby 2-49 Well Drilling
Bobby 2-50 Weatherman House
Bobby 2-51 Bondurant House
Bobby 2-52 Blue Ridge High School
Bobby 2-53 Blue Ridge High School Dormitory
Bobby 2-54 BRHS 1961
Bobby 2-55 Bateman Post Office Claudville, VA
Bobby 2-56 Jeb Stuart School 1917-18
Bobby 2-57
Bobby 2-58 BRHS 1965
Bobby 2-59 BRHS Girls: Patricia McCann, Jewel Nunn, Ardith Montgomery, Ruth
Jessup, Linda Lawson, Vera Hill, Hazel Woods, Juanita Cox, June Martin, Wynette
Bowman.
Bobby 2-60 Building powerhouse in Kibler Valley
Bobby 2-61 Fred Clifton Park Dedication August 1987, Williamsburg Drum and Fife
Corps
Bobby 2-62 Tim Goad Sign 1989
Bobby 2-63 BRHS Academy 1930
Bobby 2-64 Downtown Mount Airy, NC
Bobby 2-65 Epperson Cabin
Bobby 2-66 Fire in downtown Stuart at Stuart Lumber 1953
Bobby 2-67 Building powerhouse in Kibler Valley
Bobby 2-68 Kibler Valley School Reunion
Bobby 2-69 John Bishop and Mahala Pack Wilson (Bobby Bowman Clement’s
grandparents)
Bobby 2-70 Rob, Cora, Laura, Byron, Gladys, James and Connie Bowman
Bobby 2-71 Bell Spur Group
Bobby 2-72 Wilson Reunion Kibler Valley June 1953 (Hooker, Collins, Bowman,
Clement, Craft families)
Bobby 2-73
Bobby 2-74 Tyrie Buck Bowman and Joel Smith
Bobby 2-75
Bobby 2-76
Bobby 2-77
Bobby 3-1 William and Maydee Mitchell
3-2 Siamese Twins
3-3 James and Arnetta Weddle with carriage
3-4 Eva Matthews, Sallie Smith and Mood Hill in carriage
3-5 Hatcher’s Chapel School 1929-30 Teacher Mary Jessup
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3-6 Bertie Hill Guynn
3-7 Jess Bowman (standing), Alexander Smith (kneeling), Davis Ayers (seated) 1919.
3-8 Love Family 1919
3-9 Reverend Matt Blancett, Willie Bancett, Baptizing
3-10 Theodore Guynn
3-11 Bertie Hill Guynn
3-12 Martin Family 1895. Front row: Posey, Dello, Floyd, Rhoda, Pearlie Martin. Back
row: Burt, Arthur, Willie, Lee, Ada, Maggie, Mannie Martin
3-13 Tim Goad
3-14 George Guynn
3-15 Brim School 1927-28. Front row: Maggie Love, Mary Scott. Back Row: Garland
Slate, Burnie Hooker, Teacher Mary Jessup, Erastus Lambert, Graham Hayden.
3-16 Taylor Kimble with Banjo and Henry Burnette
3-17 Hill Family corn shucking: Howard Cox, Merlin Brown, Jim King, George Sawyers,
Harry Wall, Warren, Harry and Totsy Hill.
3-18 Harry Hill and Otis Bowman selling tobacco
3-19 Square Dancing: Dale and Marie Horton, Theodore and Bertie Guynn, Eugene and
Becky Epperson, Jimmy and Alpha Rorrer.
3-20 Bertie and Mildred Hill 1940
3-21 Orchard, Gates Family
3-22 Friends Mission Church/School
3-23 Totsy Hill and mules, Rhoda and Beck. Totsy, Harvey, Herman, Harry, Warren,
Wayne and Kermit Hill in 1941.
3-24 Gates Family getting up hay.
3-25 Hillary Jessup and mule.
3-26 Harden Dillion with bicycle
3-27 Musicians: Bessie Beasley, Geneva Draughn, Frank Beasley and Johnny Draughn
3-28 Gates Store
3-29 Dehart home in Woolwine
3-30 Front row: Nellie Gates, Mrs. Gates, Marion Gates. Back row: Herman Gates, A. M.
Gates, Sr. Hobart Gates
3-31 Gates Kids: Herman, Nellie and Arthur Gates.
3-32 North Carolina Granite Quarry
3-33 NCG Quarry
3-34 NCG Quarry
3-35 Hunter’s Chapel Baseball Team: Front row: Tim Scales, Glenn Clark, Acy Mankins,
Davis Smith, Marvin Smith, Monk Smith before 1921. Back Row: Herman Gates, Clark
Branscomb, Steve Smith, Moir Clark, Edd Scales.
3-36 Ararat Baseball Team: Front row: James Martin, Jeff Scales, John Epperson, Ben
Belton, Worth Smith. Back Row: Marvin Smith, Steve Smith, Edd Scales, Roy Reynolds.
3-37 Sawmilling in Kibler Valley
3-38 Dinky Railroad (Mount Airy and Eastern Railway) 1914
3-39 Dinky RR
3-40 William Barnard Family in Kibler Valley
3-41 Reed Rakes and Son Allen Rakes hunting
3-42 Dick and Willie Railroad turntable
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3-43 Saw Milling at Pinnacles of Dan (John Barnard)
3-44 Dobyns Church Group: Elder Joel Marshall and Elder Jim Dickerson
3-45 Spangler School Teacher Nannie Rivers
3-46 Tracks up mountain building power house in Kibler Valley 1938
3-47 John Brown Family 1914: Raymond, John, Lydia, Grant, Hattie, Gurney
3-48 John Painter, William Burnette, Henry Burnette shooting
3-49 Bell Spur Church 1916
3-50 Cutting grain in Kibler Valley
3-51 Barn raising in Kibler Valley
3-52 Blue Ridge School
3-53 Rob and Totsy Hill
3-54 Hugh Hall and the Happy Go Lucky Boys
3-55 Kibler Valley School Group
3-56 Jess Hill with mule
3-57 Susie Spangler and husband
3-58 Blue Ridge School Group
3-59 Hatcher’s Chapel School Group
3-60 Blue Ridge School Dormitory
3-61 Friends Mission School 1920s old church
3-62 Raven Rock Church Moats Griffin Family Organ pulled by Wesley Young in 1930s.
3-63 Raven Rock Church 1930
3-64 Hatchers Chapel Church 1915
3-65 Hatchers Chapel School
3-66 Grant Puckett at Blue Ridge Campground where Ararat post office is now on
carriage
3-67 Wesley Young and Hobart King with oxen
3-68 Friends Mission School
3-69 Kibler Valley Group
3-70 Mamie Epperson on running board
3-71 Friends Mission (3-68)
3-72 Orlean Puckett
3-73 Hollow Post Office
3-74 Hollow Post Office Intersection
3-75 Mary Jessup Teacher
3-76 Weatherman House
3-77 Sawmill at Ararat (Barnards Sawmill)
3-78 Carriage
3-79 Princess Scales
3-80 Mack Bondurant World War one before 1920
3-81 Bicycle Sanders, Julia and George P. Smith
3-82 Irby Culler shucking corn: Nelson, Irby, Emily and Lorene Culler
3-83 Carrie Sue and Pete Bondurant 1921, Ada Hendricks Vaughn
3-84 Margie, Ola, Curtiss, Sam, Herbert and Hobart Epperson at tobacco barn
3-85 Pearl Ayers, Bob Childress, Kate King
3-86 Wilton Stanley
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3-87 Red Bank Basketball Team
3-88 Dan Valley Farm Box 1949
3-89 Wilton Stanley Farm 1958-59 tractor cutting silage
3-90 Billy Ray George 1958-59 cornfield
3-91 Allen Culler at Dick Turman’s store at Bell Spur
3-92 Joseph Montgomery
3-93 Caroline Susan Bondurant Culler age 2
3-94 Chestnut School Rabbitt Ridge Group
3-95 Chestnut School building
3-96 Chestnut School group Teacher Beaulah Boyd Smith
3-97 Primitive Baptism Elder Matt Conner, Gracie Hylton
3-98 Edd Scales
3-99 Edd Scales
3-100 unknown Epperson truck
3-101 Bryan, Cook and Merritt Quesinberry
Bobby 4-1 Rosetta Niten, Alvis Lawson, 1939 at John Niten’s
4-2 Bobby Clement, Wanda Clement Isaacs, Billy Ray Clement and Trixie
4-3 Charles Bowman (Banjo)
4-4 Ida, Renie, Carrie Stewart
4-5 Kibler Valley School Group, Elbert Watson center 1913
4-6 Niten Family 1922 (He Cat in the back)
4-7 Blue Ridge School
4-8 Blue Ridge School
4-9 He Cat Elmer R. Bowman, Johnny “He Cat” Keith
4-10 Edward, Warren and Lynn Culler cleaning chicken
4-11 Betty Vinette, John Culler, Nettie Bowman Barnard
4-12 Lelia Bowman, Susie Smith, Ila Bowman
4-13 Lerom Niten 1944 in Florida
4-14 Ararat fishing
4-15 Tennessee Ernie Ford October 6, 1978 in Stuart VA
4-16 Wanda Clement Isaacs in 1952
4-17 Chestnut School on Rabbit Ridge
4-18 Red Bank Girls basketball team 1933 Clyde Mills in window
4-19 Dan River in Kibler Valley baptism
4-20 Unity Church Group, Bob Childress, pastor
4-21 First school at Kibler Valley Teacher Nannie Rivers 1912
4-22 Sam Jessup and Bertha Hutchens
4-23 Chestnut School: Katie Marshall Hiatt
4-24 Chestnut School Rabbit Ridge
4-25 Ararat Ruritan Group before 1975
4-26 Couples in front of cabin: Burton Satterfield, Lennie Culler, Gladys Carter, David
and Clara Hill
4-27 Alma Stanley Family
4-28 Bell Spur School 1936-37
4-29 Edward Niten at Cone Hill kid with horse
4-30 Griffin Orchard Pack House
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4-31 Wedding of Grover Stanley
4-32 Harry Lee Clement and Hardin Dillion
4-33 1940 Blue Ridge High School graduation class
4-34 Tommy Boyles, Arlis Radford, Charles W. Clement, Alvin Radford
4-35 Alpha, Lottie, Florence and Phyllis Clements
4-36 Romey and Barbara Bowman Clement in dress she made of sister Hazel’s wedding
4-37 Romey and Barbara B. Clement
4-38 Thomas Jefferson Clement
4-39 Robert Clement
4-40 McMillian and Anderson birthday dinner 1920s
4-41 Womanless beauty pageant at Red Bank including Wilton Stanley and Dorothy
George
4-42 Maybelle Smith with girls at Red Bank School: Martha, ___, kay Horton, Billy
Faye Scott, Mary Cox, Carolyn Hill, Carol Scott
4-43 James Heath 1958-59 getting up hay
4-44 Blue Ridge School
4-45 Bud Lovills Well Drilling
4-46 Harbet Marshall Family
4-47 Pedigo Brothers: John H., Abram L., Ira P., Dr. David F., Joseph R.
4-48 Dave Pedigo, Porter Bondurant, Pete Bondurant
4-49 Red Bank School
4-50 Red Bank School
4-51 Red Bank School
4-52 Red Bank School
4-53 Anita, June, Helen, Mother Maybelle Carter
4-54 Etta Slate, Dorothy George, Lucille Stanley 1958
4-55 Tying Tobacco Twists 1958
4-56 Tray Collins inside tobacco barn
4-57 Red Bank: Nancy and Debbie Hooker 1958-59
4-58 Claude Ayers and friend
4-59 Johnnie Mankins
4-60 Julia L. Gates 1925
4-61 Vergie Lawson, Dora Gates Smith with carriage
4-62 Critz School 1929
4-63 Dunkley Girls
4-64 Carrie Sue Bondurant Culler and Siblings: Laura, Martha, Caroline, Josephine
Louise, Pete, Porter
4-65 Porter Bondurant World War Two
4-66 Grant Puckett Blue Ridge Campground
4-67 Pedigo/Bondurant House (Joseph Henny and Manie)
4-68 Hexagon/Octagon barn at Lum Anderson 1960s
4-69 Hunters Chapel Group
4-70 Bicycle Sanders, Julia and George P. Smith
4-71 Holland Puckett and dog 2-16-1927
4-72 Harden King, wife, Mac Jarrell, Roy and Frank 1930s
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4-73 Blue Ridge School Group
4-74 Blue Ridge School picnic 1934
4-75 Blue Ridge Manse
4-76 Tying tobacco 1927 Eppersons and Atkins
4-77 Faculty at Blue Ridge School: Roy Smith, L. C. Fultz, Mrs. McGee, Miss Dollar,
Miss Lytia Brashears, Miss Mwing, Miss Clayton
4-78
4-79 Jennie Epperson and sons Robert, George and Gallagher 11-20-1922
4-80 Hobert King, Vida Puckett 1930
4-81 Margaret Epperson King
4-82 Robert Gallagher, Margaret King Epperson, George Gallagher
4-83 Flossie Bowman Horton, Lizzie Montgomery 1928
4-84 Gertrude Bowman, Margaret Epperson King
4-85 BR Graduation Class 1938: L. C. Fultz, Agnes King, Clara Bowman, Harden King,
E. V. Tadlock
4-86 Friends Mission School
4-87 Blue Ridge School paper
4-88 Blue Ridge School paper
4-89 Icy Bowman Brown 1928
4-90 Maurice Sparger 4-1-1934
4-91 Agnes King
4-92 Agnes King 6-14-1931
4-93 Herbert, Lucille, Hobert, Julie Anderson Epperson with chickens
4-94 Maydee Watson Mitchell
4-95 Carrie Sue and Irby Culler
4-96 Carrie Sue Bondurant Culler’s mother Sarah Ann May Pedigo wife of Dr. David F.
Floyd Pedigo
4-97 Ray George with native women in New Guinea
4-98 Elizabeth and Joe Bill Brown and wagon
4-99 Haywood Hendrick with banjo
4-100 Jean Hendricks
4-101 Dunkley House in Dry Pond
4-102 William and Maydee Mitchell
4-103 Mitchell Family and friends
4-104 Baptizing of Mallie Dalton Quesinberry
4-105 Edd Scales and Macie King Epperson
4-106 Professor E. H. Munich, who taught at Blue Ridge fishing
4-107 Lelia Frances Bowman, Lizzie Weatherman, Mamie Banks
4-108 Professor E. H. Munich (Blue Ridge) and friend
4-109 Lizzie Brown, Lilla (Mrs. Tom Brown), Merlin Brown
4-110 Sug Brown, Phoebe Bondurant, Syphen Beasley 1924
4-111 Carrie Sue Culler 1927 and Joyce Culler
4-112 Moir Dillonback, Pete Bondurant, Jack Brown, Martha Perkins, Porter Bondurant,
Johnny Dillionback
4-113 Carrie Sue Bondurant Culler, Mary Ayers Haymore, Lena Beasley King, Phoebe
Bondurant Brown, Emma Brau, Lelia Flippin
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4-114 Maudie Gunnell, Florence McGrady, Bessie Agee, Lizzie Weatherman, Carrie Sue
Culler
4-115 Mary Mosie, Mannie Bondurant, Leana Bondurant
4-116 Wade, Neal, and Donna Culler
4-117 Joyce Culler, Emily Culler, Josephine Bondurant 1928
4-118 Mt Airy High School Andy Griffith in back row 1938?
4-119 Thompson Family
4-120 Tyler Smith, Gene Jessup, Robert Fulk, ?
4-121 Billy Mankins in chair, George and Mary Ann Ayers
4-122 Andy Griffith
4-123 Ethel Mankins, Lizzie Montgomery, Hester Mankins, Maxie Montgomery
4-124 Tom Barnard and grandson Tommy Lee
4-125 Louise Jessup Hill, Polly Jessup, Annie Lee Epperson
4-126 Lillie and Ellen McMillan
4-127 Lucy Matthews, Glen Jessup
4-128 Moir and Burton Branscomb
4-129 Elmer L. Young 1911
4-130 Elmer L. Young 1910
4-131 Still ? Quesinberry
4-132 Baptism of Gerda Quesinberry
4-133 Goins 1940
4-134 Cora Thomas Goins, Sarah, Ethel, Kenneth, John Goin
4-135 Montville Goins
4-136 Montville Goins
4-137 Harden Smith House
4-138 Sarah Elizabeth Epperson and Nannie Rivers, teachers at Kibler Valley
4-139 Mills School near Claudville
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Disk #19
Doug Belcher
Paul Ross
Teddy Compton
Marvin Keene

This disk includes photos donated by those listed above including Doug Belcher
of Henry County, who has family in Ararat mainly the Smiths. Paul Ross photos included
the Ross and Rorrer families. Teddy Compton photos include Patrick County postcards.
Marvin Keene photos included many Patrick County postcards and images.

Teddy Compton
Teddy 1 Bob White Covered Bridge
2 Cochram’s Mill
3 Dan River Queen
4 Mabry Mill
5 Good Luck Mercantile at Dan River Queen
6 Falls on Smith River
7 Fairystone Canoe 1950s
8 Fairystone Canoe 1950s
9 Virginia Motel Stuart 1979
10 Stables at Fairystone
11 Turner and Jeannie Foddrell, father and daughter
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Disk #20
Marvin Keene continued
Douglas Stegall

Marvin Keene photos included many Patrick County postcards and images.
Douglas Stegall of Collinsville donated images including postcards of Patrick County.

Doug Stegall Photos

1 Fairystone riding stables
2 Fairystone lake 1947
3 Blue Ridge Parkway at Rocky Knob
4 G. A. Dehart November 4 1924 election
5 Stuart Blanket Plant
6 Military Field Hospital Ambulance
7 Weeping Willow on Hwy 58 Critz VA
8 Tobacco field
9 Sheep in field
10 Road sideview
11 Dr. Moir S. Martin Home in Stuart 1911
12 Col. Malvern V. Stedman Home in Stuart VA
13 Covered Bridge over Smith River
14 Stuart Methodist Church
15 Lovers Leap
16 Stuart Orchard 1915
17 Patrick and Blue Ridge Apple Orchard
18 Virginia Atwood Orchard
19 Dr. Martin’s private sanatorium 1911 Mother’s Home
20 Fairystone House, Shelton Orchard “Eden of Apple Culture”
21 Patrick Springs Hotel 1952
22 Perkins Hotel Stuart VA
23 Fairystone Park
24 Patrick Springs Hotel 1914
25 Harden Reynolds Memorial School Fifth Grade 1932
26 Handy Apple Tree 121 years old 6 foot diameter 70 feet high
27 Stuart High School 1941
28 Roberson Tourist Home
29 Stuart Primitive Baptist Church built 1900 torn down 1973
30 Smokey’s Tourism Court Hwy 58 1 mile west of Stuart VA
31 Lover’s Leap September 1955
32 Lover’s Leap Wayside Rorrer’s Place
33 Pinnacles of Dan
34 Lovers Leap September 4 1935
35 Fairystone Boat Landing
36 Fairystone View of Dam 1942
37 Fairystone Lawn and Beach
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38 Fairystone 1947 Bathing Beach
39 Falls on Smith River
40 Camels at Circle M Zoo 1970
41 Harden Reynolds Memorial School
42 Smith River Falls
43 Fairystone Bathing Beach
44 Puckett Cabin
45 Mabry Mill
46 Mabry Mill “Rustic New England Mill”
47 Parking Lot Fairystone
48 ?
49 Fairystone Beach 1940s
50 Cabins at Fairystone 1940
51 Lover Leap Overlook
52 Reynolds Homestead
53 Woodberry Inn
54 Fairystone Restaurant
55 Courthouse Statue
56 Same as 55
57 Virginian Motel
58 Library
59 Courthouse
60 Friendly Barber Shop
61 Elephant at Circle M Zoo
62 Buffalo at Circle M Zoo
63 Cockram’s Mill built 1884 restored 1964
64 Dan River Queen
65 Circle M Zoo
66 Good Luck Mercantile Store

Marvin Keene Photos
Mk1 Dan River Dam, Townes Diversion Dam

2 Dan River Dam Talbott Storage Dam
3 Powerhouse Kibler Valley
4 Dan River dam
5 Cockram’s Mill
6 Greeting Dodson VA now under Philpott Lake
7 Powerhouse Kibler Valley
8 Good Luck Merchandise Store
9 Interior Good Luck Mercantile
10 Aunt Flossie never been on a train
11 Fairystone boat landing
12 Fairystone
13 Fairystone
14 Covered Bridge
15 David Pearson #21



39

16 Gordon Trent Golf Course
17 Patrick Springs Hotel
18 Patrick Springs Hotel
19 First Round of Golf at Gordon Trent 1962. Left to right: Archie Keene, Roy

Martin, Lawrence Hawks, Fonrose Trent.
20 Stuart Post office 1942
21 Patrick County Courthouse
22 Patrick County Courthouse
23 Roberson Tourist Home 1958
24 Stuart Blanket Company
25 R. J. R. Memorial Hospital
26 Harden Reynolds Memorial School
27 Stuart High School
28 Lovers Leap
29 Civil War Vets
30 T. J. George Mill
31 Stuart Hospital Dr. W. C. Akers
32 Hwy 103 Dry Pond Ross Goad, Herman Blackard
33 Craddock Garage Patrick Springs Rt. 680
34 Craddock’s New Garage Patrick Springs Hwy 58
35 Main Street Stuart VA
36 Stuart Sandwich Shop
37 Stuart Sandwich Shop
38 Rye Cove Presbyterian Church
39 Downtown Stuart
40 J. Myron Clark, Robert L. Clark, brothers, Clark Hardware downtown Stuart
41 Clark Hardware
42 Clark Hardware
43 Downtown Stuart
44 Downtown Stuart
45 Downtown Stuart
46 Danville and Western Railroad
47 ?
48 Walter Floyd 1920s
49 Boy on truck bed
50 Smokey’s Motel (across from Stanley Chevrolet)
51 Smokey’s Motel
52 Motel
53 ?
54 Smokey’s Motel
55 Stuart Hospital
56 Dr. W. C. Akers where library is today
57 Dr. W. C. Akers
58 W. C. Joyce Attorney (Wanda’s Estate Jewelry)
59 Howell’s Store (Rt 8 and Hwy 58)
60 Dee’s Country Real estate (Esso Station in Stuart)
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61 Patrick County Courthouse
62 Patrick County Bank Building
63 Betsy Stuart
64 Ely Thomas Lumber Co (Lowes Food Store now)
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Disk #21
Douglas Stegall continued
Doug Belcher

This disk includes photos donated by those listed above including Doug Belcher
of Henry County, who has family in Ararat mainly the Smiths.

Doug Belcher Photos

1 John Dillon, Zeb and Jody
2 Lane and Melle Hubbard
3 Florence Dillon Ingram, John Dillon’s sister
4 John Dillon
5 Jettie Dillon
6 John Dillon of Woolwine
7 Hard Smith, dog Lizzie Weatherman
8 Sam and Ada Lewis (1900-58)
9 John Dillon’s wife Hattie and sister Agnes Smith Weatherman at Blakemore’s

in Mt Airy
10 Harden Smith
11 Eliz Smith Ayers Smith
12 Harden and Eliz Smith
13 Hard Smith House in April 1969
14 George Willis and sister
15 Tony and Alice Clark Reynolds
16 Tony and Alice from PC Yesterday
17 Alex Smith, Tim Bowman, John Ayers
18 Harden Smith, Eliz, Sister Rebecca Willis
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Disk #22
David Sheley Photos

1 Left to right: John Reynolds, son of R. J. Reynolds, Jr., Annie Dobyns
Reynolds Tompkins, R. J. Reynolds, Jr. circa 1960.

2 Hall Family Left To Right: Fred, Edd, Ron, Henry, Lucy, Eunice, and Frank
at building to dry apples at Henry Hall’s place on Hall Creek

3 From Left to right: Bertie Handy, Reba Williams, Henry Hall, Ben Williams,
Edd Hill. Back row: Nettie Martin, Little Charlie Williams Dalton and
Charlie’s sister.

4 Wyth Brown with dog at Dobyns House in 1925
5 C. D. Williams on Dobyns Road
6 Edd Dobyns and sheep in 1920 at Dobyns Primitive Baptist Church
7 Left To Right: Nettie Martin, Little Charlie Williams, Joanna Williams,

Louella Williams, C. D. Williams Haying on July 7, 1916
8 Same as 7
9 Edd Dobyns and sheep about 1920
10 Sunday school/birthday party Dobyns Homestead circa 1920
11 Central Academy 1911-32
12 Same as 11
13 Grave of William H. Dollarhite 1953, Dobyns Primitive Baptist Church

Cemetery
14 Sam and Edd Dobyns and friends with acrobatic possums circa 1925
15 1945 left to right: Louells Light Williams, Mary Howell Light, Aunt Mary

Light, Betty Gilber Light
16 Baptism left to right: Reverend Same Jones, Wyth Brown, Raleigh Brim,

eighty from the left is Mrs. Hampton Hall. Man on end is Hampton Hall on
right side.

17 Dobyns Church Families at Dobyns School in 1916
18 Edd Dobyns 7 years old 1907
19 Florabell Brim with Edd Dobyns about 1920 Dobyns Homestead
20 Sam Dobyns born 1910 about five years old playing baseball
21 Left to right: Front Row: Annie Clifton, Maude Ingle, Maude Cockram,

teacher. Back row: Roscoe Handy’s sister Dora Handy, Maggie Handy
Martin, Claspie Williams Arrington about 1920.

22 Carl Shelor riding a steer
23 Nettie Martin and cow “Yellow” circa 1916.
24 Wyth Brown and Bobby Martin at Dobyns House circa 1935
25 Charlene Rickman and calf about 1920
26 English Martin in West Virginia was killed in coal mine, Slab Fork, WV,

October 1930
27 Dobyns Primitive Baptist Church. Ruth Lawson Dobyns, second row, third

from right. Samuel Green Dobyns, back row third from left about 1916.
28 Samuel Green Dobyns (1851-1945) namesake Dobyns graduation photo 1871

from Trinity College admitted to the bar (Duke University)
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29 Virginia Landreth Dobyns at Berdine William Mill before 1920.
30 Sam Dobyns and friend at Dobyns House 1950
31 Sparrel Dillard Williams and Elva Hall Thomas, Cousins 1923-24
32 Ruth Lawson Dobyns and Samuel Green Dobyns circa 1920-25 at their home
33 Dobyns Schoolhouse. Amon Collins upper left 14 years old, future husband of

Virginia Collins. School burned 1939.
34 Elva Anderson Arrington, Bessie Light Reynolds, Nettie Williams Martin,

March 1916, Handy Apple Tree, Brush Top Variety of Apple.
35 Ben Williams age 16 born June 3, 1898
36 1939 Glenn Handy, James Handy, Bobby Martin, Wyth Brown, Dobyns

School in background
37 Bobby Martin late 1940s. Dobyns Homestead in background.

Names from Dobyns Church Family 1916. Front Row left to right: Fay Roberson, Annie
Clifton, Nettie Williams, Annie Roberson (girl with scarf), Virginia Byrd, Ruth Fain, Una
Williams, Elva Vipperman, Doss Walker, John Taylor Handy. Second Row: Charlie
Williams (boy with tie), Etta Roberson (girl behind long black dress), Dora Handy,
Bernard Arrington, Glospy Williams (girl with white collar), Maude Cockram (white
collar), Back row: Walter Handy (boy in door), John Martin, Roscoe Cecil Handy,
Levannia Ann Williams, Louisa Fain Handy, George Bowman, Robert Andrew
Arrington, Joseph Sawyers, Dennis Howell, Fred Roberson, Home Rakes.
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Disk #23
David Sheley continued
Central Academy School

1 Campus
2 Building
3 Guy Shelor
4 Water Wood
5 Ernest Martin
6 Bill McGee
7 Front Row: Raymond Cox, Cap Hancock. Back Row: Roy Thompson
8 Girl Champions 1926 Girls at goal: Ethel Pruitt and Beadie Wright holding

ball. West sisters: Eloise and Edna.
9 Left to Right: Cap Hancock, Ernest Martin, Guy Shelor,?, Bill McGee, Walter

Wood.
10 Girls Basketball team. Coach Carolyn Matthews
11 Central Academy front circa 1912
12 Wilsonian Literary Society 1926-27: Bottom Row Left To Right: Diane Ford,

Ethel Pruitt, Jenny Soyars, Edith Sutphin, Lois Ross, Helen Pilson, Vick
Thomas. Row 2 Ruth Midkiff, Jeannete Jones, Vernie Rorrer, Belle Dehart,
Carrie Wright, Elva Vipperman, Belle James. Row 3: Rosa Hopkins, Bud
Hopkins, Joel Handy, Dorn Spangler, Guy Shelor, Mt. Titus, Principal.

13 Senior Class 1925: Left to right: Crockett Joyce, Lois Barnard, Holice Fain,
Vena Yeatts, Pete Jarrell, Mr. James Jackson, Miss Frances Hessor, Fannie
Wilson, Coy Hopkins, Vergie Smart, Nina Earles, Orion Cruise.

14 1925 Students. Front Row: Beadie Wright, Crocket Joyce, Lois Barnard, Coy
Hopkins, Vera Yeatts, Nina Earles, Dick Thomas, Beatrice Williams. Second
Row: Maude Pruitt, Fannie Agee, Essie Walker, Eunice Yeatts, Ruth Midkiff,
Anne Ford. Third Row: Epperly Agee, Vergie Smart, Mae Hubbard, Pete
Jarrell, Lois Robertson, Stella Hodges, Fannie Wilson, Mary Gilbert, Orion
Cruise. Fourth: Buster Weatherman, Audrey Hopkins, Hardin King, Mae
Jarrell, Holice Fain, Alma Hancock, Ben Jarrell, Ethel Pruitt, Coy Cruise,
Fannie Boyd, Cecil Turner.

15 1928 Senior Class: First Row: Mae Hubbard, Ruby Bowman. Second Row:
Goldie Banks, Alonza Spangler, Myrtle Helms

16 Senior Class 1929. Mascot Marion Watts First Row: Glenna Cox, Guy Shelor,
Ruth Wood, Ruth Midkiff, Dorn Spangler, Larmie Branscome Row 2: Luther
Conner, Effie Harris, ?, Ethel Pruitt, Bud Hopkins. Row 3: Teachers Sallie
Scott, Rosa Hopkins, Mrs. Newbot, Mr. Newbot, Principal.

17 1930 Senior Class: Front Row: Crystal Fain, Essie Yeatts, George Hubbard,
Mary Chandler, Sponsor, Mary Wood, Helen Boyd, Edna Williams. Back
row: Aaron D. Bud Hopkins, Lois Ross, Jessie Hopkins, Peter Jarrell, Nell
Pilson, Beatrice Cruise, Howard Underwood

18 Class of 1931 June 1, last class. Front: Elva Lee Boyd (died in car wreck
1932), Era Hatcher (wife of Sheriff Baliles), Rosa Hopkins Agee, Ellen
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Hodges, Nannie Bell Thomas. Back row: Lorna Martin Baliles, Mary Powell
Slate, W. R. Thompson, Eva Handy Howell, Linda Williams

19 Class of 1928
20 Main building
21 Same as 20
22 Same as 20
23 Same as 20 (Preparation began in 1910. Oct 5, 1911, charter was issued to

Central Academy, Patrick Literary Institute and School of Music. Closely
associated with First Presbyterian Church of Danville, Virginia.

24 Margaret Bryants taken from Earles homeplace born 1919
25 Same as 24
26 Same as 24
27 1931 students: Front: Norma Lawless, Curtis Fulcher, Ruth Laswon, Mr.

Knopp, ?, Rosa Hopkins, Jessie Stanley, Inex Emmogene Hughes, Second
row: Harry Lee Lawson, Lois Cruise, ? , Era Hatcher, Reva Handy, Linda
Williams, Florine Haynes, Mary Hanes, Liza ?, Bob Gilbert Fifth Row:
Maynard March, Roy Thompson, Raymond Cox, Linda Williams, Elva Boyd,
?

28 Front Row: Eugene Dalton, Lillian Williams, Janie Soyars, Guy Shelor, Nell
Pilson, Lois Ross, Jim Payne, Edith Sutphin, Vick Thomas. Second Row:
Vernie Hopkins, Bud Hopkins, Anne Ford, Fannie Boyd, Jeannette Taylor,
Glen Hodges, Helen Boyd. Third Row: Ethel Pruitt, Eunice Yeatts, Ruth
Midkiff, Ruby Bowman, Epperly Agee, Lorene Hughes, Bell Jones, Vernie
Rorrer, Bell Dehart. Fourth Row: Edna Williams, Jessie Hopkins, Jeanette
Jones, Eunice Webb, Margaret James, Ida Jones, Beadie Wright, Mae
Hubbard, Dorn Spangler, Helen Pilson. Fifth Row: Ima Williams, Rosa
Hopkins, Crystal Fain, Joel Handy, Carrie Wright, Sally Scott, Elva
Vipperman. Sixth Row: Clifton R. Titus

29 Unknown grouping
30 Unknown grouping
31 CA building
32 Reva Handy 1930 at the mud scraper
33 1929-30 First Row: Forest Kell, Virginia Eppes, Cora Joyce, Miss Matthews.

Second Row: Mrs. Gibbs, Mr. W. P. Gibbs, Principal. Miss Mary Chandler,
Mrs. F. M. Payne.

34 Band
35 Band
36 Fountain in front of ruins
37 Students including Margaret Earls Bryant and Teacher Miss Gordon
38 Five girls with flowers: Ruby Bowman, May Hubbard, Rosa Hopkins, Goldie

Banks, Myrtle Helms
39 Four girls May Hubbard, Ruby Bowman, Myrtle Helms, Goldie Banks
40 Multiple girls on steps
41 Dorn Spangler and Myrtle Helms
42 Guy and girl
43 1929-30 basketball team
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44 ?
45 Essie Yeatts
46 1931 Elva Boyd, Ruby Boyd, Eliza McBride
47 Two girls
48 ?
49 Band
50 Band
51 Band Reunion
52 Band Reunion
53 Band Reunion
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Disk #24
Central Academy School continued
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Disk #25
Central Academy School continued
Arcadia Photos 135-190

135 and 136
Another form of transportation simply for entertainment was the Dan River Queen
on its namesake river in the Meadows of Dan area on top of the Blue Ridge. The
riverboat carried passengers around a small lake on the Dan River, which was
dammed near Cockram’s Mill. Views from the excursion included buffalo and other
animals and access to a campground on the far end of the lake. Operated in
conjunction with the Circle M Zoo and Cockram’s Mill by Mr. Shirley Mitchell, this
riverboat brought many tourists to the county. Owned today by the Blue Ridge
Passage Resort, the riverboat is being restored. (Courtesy of Avis Turner and Teddy
Compton.)

137
Shown in the photograph above with his namesake son, Clyde Bowman Sr. were the
father and brother of local historian Bobby Clement. In a time before climate
control the dusty roads of the county could be an adventure requiring special dress
and goggles for a ride in their open air car. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman
Clement.)

138
Walking a country dirt road was commonplace before the days of the automobile.
This photographic opportunity taken in 1939 includes Glenn and James Handy,
Bobby Martin and Wyth Brown near the Dobyns School. Patrick County has
experienced good race relations through the years with a smooth change of the
school systems in the 1960s unlike many other parts of Virginia that fought
segregation through “Massive Resistance.” (Courtesy of David Sheley.)

139
Irby Culler taught school, farmed, and raised six children with his wife Caroline.
Shown in this photograph at the intersection of the Rabbit Ridge Road and the
Volunteer Road fooling around on a tricycle, he was known for his outgoing
personality. Notice the lack of grass in the yard and the lack of trees, as firewood
was the main source of heat. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

140
Patrick County is home to many independent truckers. Almost every community
has a trucking enterprise. From the old Patrick County Central High School in the
Five Forks area to the recently constructed Smith Brothers Garage in Ararat,
eighteen wheelers travel the roads of the county. Teddy Guynn, above right shown
enjoying some watermelon with a childhood friend, operates a successful trucking
business in nearby Surry County, North Carolina. (Courtesy of Bertie Guynn.)
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141
Ararat native Presbyterian Minister Bob Childress made famous in the book The
Man Who Moved a Mountain is shown here getting his car out of the mud on his way
to preach at the six rock churches he served. Childress spent the first part of his life
working as a blacksmith before answering God’s call to preach. He returned to
school finishing high school, attending college, and the seminary in Richmond.
(Courtesy of the Childress Family.)

142
George Guynn described by Attorney Lawrence Burton to Virginia Governor
Harry Byrd as the “strongest Republican” in the county delivered mail from The
Hollow Post Office shown in this photograph and later the Ararat Post Office. His
son Theodore C. Guynn carried on the family tradition of delivering the mail until
the 1980s. (Courtesy of Theodore Guynn.)

143 and 144
Characters and stories that are humorous and serious at the same time abound in
the county. Rob Hill and his brother Totsey from the Claudville area met this
criterion as the story below indicates. One day in the early decades of the twentieth
century a hot air balloon passed over the Blue Ridge Mountains. Rob Hill was
quoted saying, “I don’t know what it is, but I’ll bring her down.” While escaping
injury, the two passengers after being shot down wanted to meet the man who
brought them down as they had been accustomed to being shot at since leaving
Maryland. Local residents below stand around the basket attached to the fallen
balloon near the Little Dan River. (Courtesy of Bertie Guynn.)

145
Built in 1828, the home of Charles B. Ross in Woolwine was home to Elizabeth Quay
“Betsy” Ross, her brother Guy, and dog Lassie when this photograph was taken. Ross,
the son of Civil War officer David Lee Ross, was a mail carrier and assisted in building
Ross-Harbor United Methodist Church in Buffalo Ridge. (Courtesy of Paul Ross.)

146
The Dan River, the major river of Patrick County, is shown here at the falls in Kibler
Valley. The City of Danville tamed the river by building a hydro-electrical system
including dams beginning in the 1930s. Today the river is a popular fishing and water
rafting spot celebrated each year by the Red Bank Ruritan’s River Run. (Courtesy of
Barbara Bowman Clement.)

147
Shown in 1921 during a dinner on the grounds, Danube Presbyterian Church was built
from materials supplied by the Mount Airy and Eastern Railroad “The Dinky.” The small
church has been a fixture in Kibler Valley for over a century. The terminus for the narrow
gauge railroad was near the church. Many Sunday excursions brought not only people to
the area, but also at least one circus. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)
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148
Ararat native the Reverend Robert Childress made famous in the book The Man Who
Moved a Mountain preached at six rock churches on top of the Blue Ridge plateau
included in Carroll and Floyd counties. Bluemont Presbyterian Church along the Blue
Ridge Parkway was one of the two in Patrick County that Childress ministered. His
grandson Stewart Childress carries on the family tradition. (Perry Collection.)

149
Another of the rock churches ministered by Childress is Mayberry Presbyterian Church
along the Blue Ridge Parkway. The local tradition is that Andy Griffith got the name for
the fictional town in his popular 1960s television show from childhood visits with his
father Carl to this area of Patrick County. Griffith’s mother Geneva Nunn Griffith is from
the Kibler Valley section of the county. (Perry Collection.)

150
The Bowman House in 2007 still dominates the intersection of the Ararat Highway and
The Hollow Road as it did in this 1940s photograph. Once called the Volunteer Road the
latter road led to the gap in the Blue Ridge it once traversed in the county as the main east
to west road. The Hollow Post Office still sits in the yard of the home. (Courtesy of Edith
Brown.)

151
Two different places had the name Patrick Springs. Purchased by Col. William Werth, a
chemist, who served in the 45th Virginia Cavalry, the Patrick Springs gave its name to a
community along highway 58. After spawning a resort for people to come take the waters
as Dorothy Martin is contemplating in this photo, the community today sits on the four
lane corridor of Highway 58. (Courtesy of the Bassett Historical Center.)

152
The Blue Ridge Parkway gives many people the opportunity to spend the night in the
county at beautiful places such as the Woodberry Inn near Mabry’s Mill along the border
with Floyd County. Each summer and fall thousands of people follow the entire northern
boundary of the county along the parkway discovering sites such as Bob Childress’s rock
churches and Orlean Hawks Puckett’s cabin. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

153
The Blue Ridge Parkway shown here near Rocky Knob makes up the entire northern
border of the county from Volunteer Gap to Wood’s Gap bringing thousands of visitors
each year. Today this area is home to viticulture with several wineries and music such as
Floydfest, which is actually held in Patrick County. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

154
The Puckett Cabin along the Blue Ridge Parkway made Ararat native and midwife
Orlean Hawks Puckett famous. While she is credited with helping to bring over a
thousand children into the world, sadly the graves of her twenty children she and her
husband John Puckett lost are near The Hollow History Center. She spent most of her life
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below the mountain at the foot of Groundhog Mountain in Ararat. (Courtesy of Doug
Stegall.)

155
Another Patrick County home on the National Register of Historic Places is Aurora
known locally as “The Pink House.” The home built by the Penn Family is now owned
and restored by local restaurateur Roberto Sanchez and his family. A native of El
Salvador, Sanchez is living the “American Dream” and preserving American history at
the same time. (Courtesy of the Bassett Historical Center.)

156
One local legend is about a rock, the fairystones, which was supposedly formed from the
tears of fairies when told of the death of Jesus Christ. Fairy Stone State Park, including
the cabins shown in this photograph, was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps during
the Great Depression in the northeastern section of the county. (Courtesy of Doug
Stegall.)

157
Flood control on the Smith River is just one of the benefits that is offered in the
northeastern part of the county by Philpott Reservoir. Boating, swimming, hiking and
camping on and around a 168 acre lake are just some of recreations visitors can enjoy at
Fairy Stone State Park. Patrick County’s only state park is part of the reservoir extending
into neighboring Henry County. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

158
Echoing William Byrd II who called the area Eden, but not to be confused with the state
park, the Fairy Stone House was part of the Shelton Apple Orchard, “The Eden of Apple
Culture.” The Shelton Family stretch back to Eliphaz, who served in the American
Revolution and donated twenty acres of the county seat originally called Taylorsville.
(Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

159
Patrick County Courthouse in Stuart was built beginning in the 1820s with several
additions added later. It still contains the Sheriff’s Office and Clerk of Court. J. E. B.
Stuart’s father Archibald argued cases in the building and after the Civil War the famous
civil rights case Ex Parte Virginia originated here. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

160
Betty Ruth Critz Domonick had her own playhouse in 1925 in the community of Critz,
Virginia. She grew up to marry Hayne Domonick, a veteran of World War Two, who
participated in the Bataan Death March in 1942. The playhouse now resides in
Charlottesville where Betty’s grandchildren can play in the house too. (Courtesy of Paul
Ross.)
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161
The Smith River falls are a place for a romantic walk with someone special as Avis and
Elbert Turner discovered in 1964. The Smith River watershed includes the northeast part
of the county before eventually joining with the Dan River. (Courtesy of Avis Turner.)

162
Standing in front of the W. D. Critz House in the Critz community is Nannie Sue Burton.
This small town is named for this family in eastern Patrick County. Critz was the home of
the Reynolds Family of tobacco and metals fame and a stop on the Danville and Western
Railroad. (Courtesy of the Bassett Historical Center.)

163
Water becomes beautiful icicles as Virginia Landreth Dobyns observed at the Berdine
Williams Mill before 1920. Patrick County becomes a winter wonderland when the water
freezes. Often two climates occur in the county with snow on the mountains preventing
children from coming to the high school. Clear roads at the foot of the mountain give
children a day off from education to enjoy the winter landscape. (Courtesy of David
Sheley.)

164
The old Ararat Post Office is one of five existing structures used for dispersing the U. S.
Mail over the last hundred years. The post office alternated between The Hollow and
Ararat depending on which political party was in charge of the national offices. (Courtesy
of Bertie Guynn.)

165
Built circa 1905 by John Mitchell, the Mitchell-Dellenback House is part of the J. E. B.
Stuart Birthplace property. The house is near William Letcher’s grave, the oldest marked
grave in the county and was home to Charlie and Thelma Dellenback and their children.
Oral tradition states the boxwood around the house date back to the time Stuart owned
the property. (Perry Collection.)

166 and 167
Lover’s Leap has one of the most beautiful vistas in the county and is the site of a legend.
The story goes that the son of a white settler fell in love with an Indian chief's daughter
named “Morning Flower.” They met secretly until their love was discovered. The young
couple were threatened and shunned. Feeling they had no way to be together, they leapt
to their deaths off the rock formation now along Virginia Highway 58 ensuring they
would be together forever. Nearby is one of the county parks named for Fred Clifton,
who collected many Indian artifacts on display at the museum in Stuart. (Courtesy of
Doug Stegall.)

168
Actor Andy Griffith has a Patrick County connection. His mother Geneva Nunn shown
here with her son and husband, Carl Griffith, was from the Kibler Valley area. Griffith
grew up in nearby Mount Airy, North Carolina. It is thought that he got the name for the
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fictional town of Mayberry from the Patrick County community near Meadows of Dan.
(Courtesy of the Mount Airy Museum.)

169
Nothing is more important to people in Patrick County than family. Remembering
anniversaries, birthdays and other holidays is often a way to join together. Collecting
postcards has become a popular hobby that allowed this image to be included in this
book. A postcard club meets monthly at the Reynolds Homestead where many
contributors to this book meet to share their recent finds. (Courtesy of Douglas Belcher.)

170
Patrick County produces great athletes among them, Brad Clontz, who pitched for Patrick
County High School and Virginia Tech before helping the Atlanta Braves win a World
Series in 1995. Clontz pitched for the Los Angeles Dodgers, New York Mets and
Pittsburgh Pirates after leaving Atlanta. (Courtesy of the Bassett Historical Center.)

171
John Reynolds, Annie Dobyns Reynolds Thompkins and R. J. Reynolds Jr. (1906-1964),
the son of the tobacco businessman, are shown in the Dobyns community around 1960.
The latter’s son Patrick Reynolds wrote The Gilded Leaf exposing the Reynolds Family
history and supporting anti-smoking groups. The Reynolds Family gave the Rock Spring
Farm to Virginia Tech with an endowment. (Courtesy of David Sheley.)

172
Posing in the Dobyns community around 1920 include front row Annie Clifton, Maude
Ingle, Teacher Maude Cockram and back row Dora Handy, Maggie Handy Martin,
Claspie Williams Arrington. Dating photographs is always easy when finely dressed
women are present as the fashion and hairstyles are always recognizable. (Courtesy of
David Sheley.)

173
John Dillon of Woolwine with his children Jody and Zeb descended from the
McAlexander Family. The closeness of a father with his children is apparent in this
photograph from before World War Two. Woolwine in the northeastern section of the
county is named for Thomas, the postmaster and father of famous Civil War soldier
Rufus Woolwine. (Courtesy of Douglas Belcher.)

174
Politics in Patrick County falls along geographic lines with the western and mountain
sections leaning Republican while the piedmont and town of Stuart lean Democrat.
Former Virginia Governor Gerald Baliles and Attorney General Mary Sue Terry both
claim Patrick County roots. The aging population and conservative base of the county is
reflected in low property taxes. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)
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175
Many people of note moved to the county especially along the Blue Ridge Parkway.
Among them was author Burke Davis. Davis was the author of forty books including J.
E. B. Stuart The Last Cavalier. He and his wife, Judy, kept a summer home overlooking
Rock Castle Gorge. (Courtesy of Judy Davis.)

176
Bill Matthews of Claudville was the valedictorian in 1952 at Blue Ridge High School. He
walked on to play basketball at Virginia Tech, where he set scoring and rebounding
records, captained the team for three years, and was MVP in Virginia. He went on to
coach and administer athletics at Virginia Tech and was inducted into the Virginia Tech
Sports Hall of Fame in 1993. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

177
Icy Bowman Brown was involved in the hospital auxiliary, historical society, and
Methodist Church when not taking care of her son Bowman, who had Downs Syndrome.
She kept multiple scrapbooks about her many organizations, interests, and her love of the
history of the Laurel Hill Farm, the birthplace of J. E. B. Stuart. (Courtesy of Edith
Brown.)

178
Educator Ophus Eugene Pilson was the “Father of Patrick County History” as he was the
primary writer of the modern history of the county and produced a tombstone inscription
book for the entire county. His papers reside in the Bassett Historical Center in Henry
County. (Courtesy of the Bassett Historical Center.)

179
Preserving history is the passion of this author, Tom Perry, shown at the Virginia Civil
War Trails sign he wrote at the place he saved, the birthplace of Civil War general James
Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart. Laurel Hill Farm in Ararat is part of this system that connects
Patrick County to over 200 other sites throughout Virginia. (Perry Collection.)

180
Family tradition states that the daughter, Carita Brown Ross, known as “Baby” did not
have a name until she was five. A Buster Brown Shoe Salesman traveling through told
the family that he would give her shoes for life if the family would name her for his wife
and shoes. She got the name, but she and her brothers Claude Buren and Conrad Lee
Ross did not receive any shoes. (Courtesy of Paul Ross.)

181
The J. E. B. Stuart Art Show is a staple among local artists. Shown with her portrait
Patrick Hero of J. E. B. Stuart at the Star Theatre is Minnie Martin, who has long been a
fixture in the art scene of the county and married to Fred for over fifty years. (Perry
Collection.)
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182
Romey and Barbara Bowman Clement in their “courting days.” Bobby is a treasure and
provided many of the photos for this book. She is a person who shares and does not horde
history. Romey worked for another Patrick County native, Floyd Pike, who founded the
electrical construction company. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

183
A favorite of Bobby Clement is former NFL defensive tackle Tim Goad of Claudville. He
played for the New England Patriots, Cleveland Browns and Baltimore Ravens after
starring for the Patrick County High School Cougars and the University of North
Carolina Tarheels. After his football career Goad worked as a pit crewmember in
NASCAR and enjoys bass fishing professionally. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman
Clement.)

184
Patrick County is not just home to bluegrass and country music. Turner and daughter
Jeannie Foddrell are members of one of Patrick County’s prominent musical families.
The Foddrells are known for their stirring renditions of the blues. On any given weekend
the local calendars are full of concerts including one of the biggest beach music festivals
on the east coast. (Courtesy of Teddy Compton.)

185
Known for her kindness to feed anyone who came in the dark days of the depression
Pearlie Martin was photographed with her sister Velda. One day revenuers came by for
lunch with a load of moonshine taken nearby. As the men ate, Pearlie and her daughter
replaced the illicit liquor with water. The revenuers left unaware of the trick. (Courtesy of
Theodore Guynn.)

186
The Hobbs sisters of Augusta Georgia remained close after Betty (left) moved to Patrick
County in the 1950s. Betty worked for Dr. Tutelage in Claudville and Cross Creek
Apparel for thirty-eight years. Katherine married Robert Green and raised two very
successful daughters, three grandchildren and a plethora of great-grandchildren. (Perry
Collection.)

187
Katherine “Kit” Bowling/Bolling Rorrer (1839-1933) shown here represents the role that
many family matriarchs held. Described as a “fine woman,” her descendants are spread
all over Patrick and Henry counties and the nation. Her home was on Lone Ivy Road
before being disassembled and reconstructed in the Fork Mountain area of Franklin
County, Virginia. (Courtesy of Debbie Hall.)

188
The 1908 Senior Class of Friends Mission School included in the front row Ethel Boyles
Young, Emma Smith Gates, Fenton Sawyers, Alpha Pigg and Bessie Scales Simmons.
The back row included Preston McCracken, Bob Childress, who became the famous
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Presbyterian preacher, George Guynn, Harry Epperson, Marvin Smith and Davis R.
Smith. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

189
Captured and sent to Fort Delaware after he served in Co. H. of the 23rd Virginia
Battalion, Nathaniel Davis Hill returned to marry Tamson Dixie Terrell. The couple had
ten children. Described as a “family of hard working Christian people…good natured,
good neighbors, jolly and a pleasure to be with,” they reflect the spirit of Patrick County,
Virginia. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

190
The Reynolds brothers photographed in 1915 (front) Richard Joshua, Abram David,
Harbour, (back) Walter, and William grew up on the Rock Spring Plantation in Critz.
Raised by Hardin and Nancy Reynolds, the first two brothers spawned the Reynolds
tobacco and metals businesses. Known today as the Reynolds Homestead, their home is
the site of a cultural resource operated by Virginia Tech. (Courtesy of the Bassett
Historical Center.)

191
Patrick County beauty Norma Shelor and Charles Hooker are pictured here in 1948. After
World War Two with the boost from industry the county began to expand from primarily
an agricultural economy to a more diverse model with natural resources such as lumber,
industry such as textiles and elastic, and the expansion of education, which dominates the
county budget today. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

192
Harden Smith (1827-1910) of Ararat was a patriarch who served in the War Between the
States in the 12th Virginia Infantry and 47th Battalion of Virginia Cavalry. He married
Elizabeth Ayers and had eight children with her. He accumulated almost as much land as
he has descendants today. (Courtesy of Douglas Belcher.)

193
Physician Arthur M. Gates (1891-1955) shown in his pharmacy was the only doctor in
the western section of the county. He owned and operated the only telephone system in
the area with his wife acting as operator long after his death. His home is still the most
prominent structure in the historic community of Ararat. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman
Clement.)

194
Teaching in the county schools was primarily the vocation of men until the Civil War
when women took over and dominated the field to this day. Among two of the four
young ladies above were Ada Via Lewis and Eliza Boothe DeHart and two teachers not
from Patrick County. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)
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195
This photograph of Sam Dobyns and a four-legged friend was taken at his family home.
Located beneath the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountain along the waters of the South Fork
of the Mayo River, the Dobyns community takes its name from his family. The river
eventually makes it way to the county seat of Stuart, but this community is still isolated
and in a stunningly beautiful part of the county. (Courtesy of David Sheley.)

196
The Hollow Post Office, the center of activity, was located then and now in the front yard
of the Bowman House. Daniel Dalton, Ralph, Elsie and Billy Bowman attest to its
proximity to their home. Like many, the Bowman family can trace their ancestors back
time in back many generations to the founding of Patrick County. (Courtesy of Barbara
Bowman Clement.)

197
Two of the Dunkley girls pose for the camera at Red Bank High School before World
War Two. The school took its name from the red clay soil that makes the county one of
the best farming areas with multiple rivers and ideal climates for growing everything
from tobacco to wheat to apples. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

198
Richard Joshua Reynolds one of the most famous people to come from Patrick County
left because of the lack of a railroad. He went to Winston, North Carolina, and founded a
tobacco business known worldwide. As a boy tradition states he hid livestock from Union
cavalry under George Stoneman. Like many people from Patrick County depending on
your point of view he was famous, infamous, but far from ordinary. (Courtesy of the
Bassett Historical Center.)

199
Natives of Patrick County include the Wood Brothers Racing Team. Shown here in the
1970s with driver David Pearson driving a Mercury Montego MX Brougham called “the
ultimate in driving luxury.” A museum in Stuart exhibits the history of the racing team
that remains a fixture on the NASCAR circuit. (Courtesy of the Bassett Historical
Center.)

200
Pictured here in 1973, Patrick County Justice of the Peace Glenn Martin is swearing in U.
S. Ambassador to South Vietnam Graham Martin. The latter served as ambassador to
Thailand under John F. Kennedy and Italy under Lyndon B. Johnson. Nixon appointed
him to Vietnam where he presided over the evacuation of the embassy in Saigon in 1975
under President Gerald R. Ford. (Courtesy of Talley Griffith.)

201
Columbia Lafayette Stuart Hairston was born in Patrick County in 1835. The favorite
sister of the county’s favorite son “Jeb” Stuart, who called her "Lummie," she married
Peter Hairston of Cooleemee Plantation in Davie County, North Carolina. Shown here
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with two of her children, Samuel and Elizabeth, she died in 1857 before her husband
served on the staff of his famous brother-in-law during the Civil War. (Courtesy of Peter
Hairston.)
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Disk #26
Arcadia Photos 1-119

#002 (Patrick County Map)
This map of Patrick County from just after the Civil War shows the road system before
the days of interstate highways. Included are the river systems of the Ararat, Dan, Mayo,
Smith and a part of the New River watershed on top of the Blue Ridge Plateau. The
county seat Taylorsville, now Stuart, honored American Revolutionary solider George
Taylor.

#001 (Already delivered to Arcadia.)
ON THE COVER: Riding in the “rumble seat” is Allen Culler along the Bell Spur Road.
Located on top of the mountain in western Patrick County, Virginia, near the Blue Ridge
Parkway, was Dick Turman’s Store near the present day Olde Mill Golf Club. Riding
along the dirt roads and stopping in at the local country store was a pleasant way to spend
an afternoon. (Courtesy of Doug Turman and Barbara Bowman Clement.)

#003 Patrick County Seal (Courtesy of Jim Best and Patrick County.)

#004
Elizabeth Brown in the 1940s at the Laurel Hill Farm, the birthplace of Patrick County’s
most famous son, James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart in Ararat. Members of her family
owned the property for nearly a century after the Stuart’s and were instrumental in saving
the property as a seventy-five acre private park. Stuart’s Birthplace is interpreted and
open every day for visitors. (Courtesy of Bertie Guynn.)

005 and 006
One of the original “Gentlemen Justices” of Patrick County was Abram Penn. He served
in the American Revolution fighting at the battles of Point Pleasant on the Ohio River in
1774, Guilford Courthouse in 1780, and at Yorktown in 1781. Poplar Grove, the home of
Colonel Abram Penn shown below in 1964, originated as a land grant to the Randolph
Family. The house, which sat on the high ground above the north branch of the Mayo
River in the eastern part of the county near the border with Henry County, is gone.
Members of the Penn Family are buried nearby. (Courtesy of Avis Turner.)

007
The Appalachian Trail followed the Blue Ridge Parkway in 1948 through the county.
Earl Shaffer, the first man to traverse the entire length of the trail, stayed in this shelter on
Rocky Knob. The Appalachian Trail moved further north in the 1960s to more isolated
areas leaving this reminder of something gone, but not forgotten in Patrick County.
(Perry Collection.)

008
Calvin Clark sold fairystones “natural and finished” in his store along Highway 57 near
the state park in the northeastern part of the county. This photograph represents a time
when people stopped along the roadside to pick up souvenirs and learn about the area
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they were traveling through. It was a less hectic time reflecting the sold called “simple
life.” Clark bought the property from a Brown Family who owned Natural Chimneys and
Endless Caverns in Virginia. He lived in a cabin behind the store. (Courtesy of Debbie
Hall.)

009
The home of Colonel Malvern V. Stedman in Stuart is no longer standing. The family
history in the county traces back to a great-grandfather who was the first Clerk of Court
in 1793. Stedman’s father Andrew Jackson Stedman, a Civil War Veteran, married Sallie
Woolwine, practiced law, and started “The Voice of the People” the first newspaper
around 1876 that is today called The Enterprise. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

010
Known as Taylorsville until 1884 when the county seat was renamed Stuart in honor of J.
E. B. Stuart, this famous image of downtown Stuart shows the Danville and Western
Railroad pulling out heading east in the top right. The bowed bed freight wagons in the
foreground bring back memories when horse power and the iron horse dominated the
means of transportation in the county. (Courtesy of the Surry County Historical Society.)

011 and 012
The view above of historic uptown Stuart after World War Two shows storefronts full of
specialized shops when the entire nation had character and was not just a homogenous
blur of mega-stores. The photograph below of downtown Stuart after World War Two
represents a time when a visit to the county seat was a right of passage. The bank sat
beside the filling station on the street from near the Star Theatre, Beasley’s store, and
Clark Brothers. The hectic lifestyle of today would be nightmare not a dream to aspire to
for the people of Patrick County. (Courtesy of Bassett Historical Center.)

013
Union soldiers under George Stoneman did not burn the Patrick County jail in 1865.
Although the Democrats tried to get President Grover Cleveland’s administration through
a bill proposed by Congressman Claude Swanson in 1896 to compensate the county, the
attempt failed. After collecting depositions from those who were alive during the Civil
War no evidence of the destruction was found to exist. (Perry Collection.)

014
William H. Clark converted a girl’s college to a resort, the Patrick Springs Hotel circa
1870. The resort's hey day was from 1900 until 1925 and included a dance pavilion and
bowling alley. The complex near the Danville and Western Railroad closed during World
War Two then reopened until 1954 when it burned. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

015
Noted for its “excellent food and courteous service,” the Perkins Hotel built in uptown
Stuart in 1890s had one of the first telephones in the county before 1900, which was
connected to the downtown railroad station. Also called the J. E. B. Stuart Inn, it was
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owned by the DeHart, Campbell and West families. The hotel sat in historic uptown
Stuart before being destroyed by fire in 1948. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

016
Situated on Virginia Route 58, the J. E. B. Stuart Highway, near the Blue Ridge Parkway
the Circle M Zoo was operated by Mr. Shirley H. Mitchell. Located in Vesta on fifty-five
acres, the zoo had 250 animals including 67 different species. The zoo operated in
conjunction with the Dan River Queen riverboat, and Cockram’s Mill until 1977.
(Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

017
Operated by Dr. Richard S. Martin in uptown Stuart, the Mothers Home Sanatorium
shown here in 1911 was the first hospital in county. This building opened in 1891 with 32
patient rooms. The name comes from the tradition that Dr. Martin’s mother built the
structure hoping to entice her son to return to the county to practice medicine. Fire
destroyed the structure on Christmas Eve 1914. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

018
The Dr. Moir S. Martin home in Stuart, Virginia, represented the Victorian architecture
prevalent in the county seat at the beginning of the twentieth century. The building acted
as a hospital after the Mothers Home Sanatorium burned. Martin sold his home in 1915
and moved to Mount Airy, North Carolina, where another hospital on Cherry Street bears
his name. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

019
Harden Smith’s home was a prominent structure in the western part of the county in
Ararat. Smith’s land holdings were so vast that many locals referred to Groundhog
Mountain as Hard Smith’s mountain. His descendants are still a vibrant part of the county
contributing to the prosperity of the area. (Courtesy of Douglas Belcher.)

020
This photograph of the Stuart Blanket Plant represents the textile expansion in Stuart,
Virginia. With exportation of jobs overseas, these industries have all but died away in the
county. Other companies such as Pannill Knitting, founded by relatives of J. E. B. Stuart
were a mainstay of the economy for most of the twentieth century. (Courtesy of Doug
Stegall.)

021
Many of Patrick County’s schools began when religious groups came into the area,
forming churches, and then schools. Friends Mission started by the Friends or Quakers
gave the name to the area known as Ararat today. Blue Ridge Elementary School is the
descendant of this congregation. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

022
The Methodists came to The Hollow and formed Hunter’s Chapel Church. Nothing could
point to the need for the teachings than the fact the church and school shown above was
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located in sight of Lynch Hollow. Oral tradition states more than a dozen men were
victims of vigilante justice hung and buried beneath a large oak tree. (Courtesy of
Barbara Bowman Clement.)

023
The family of Creed and Anne Turner held an eightieth birthday party for the former in
July 29, 1964. Patrick County families are very clannish. This is reflected positively in
the way in which they remain close getting together. The grandchildren of Creed and
Anne Turner still get together to break bread and share news of their lives. (Courtesy of
Avis Turner.)

024
Religion has always played an important role in the life of the people of the county.
Baptism in the Dan River, shown above was and is commonplace in the four major rivers
the Ararat, Dan, Mayo, and Smith, which drain the watershed of the 470 square miles of
the county. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

025
Music and enlightened religion go hand in hand in the county. Above, Wesley Young
hauls the organ of the Moals Griffin Family to Raven Rock Methodist Church in the
1930s. While unusual today music via a steer and a sled was commonplace nearly a
century ago. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

026
Patrick County is part of The Crooked Road Music Trail covering multiple counties
across southwest Virginia bringing attention to the musical heritage of the country and
bluegrass musical forms. The Carter Family featuring Anita, June (Mrs. Johnny Cash),
Helen and Mother Maybelle Carter were popular among county residents then and now.
(Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

027
Bessie Beasley, Geneva Draughn, Frank Beasley, and Johnny Draughn with unknown
friend are making music. Many families would teach each member to play a different
musical instrument to give the bands broader appeal and make each member of the large
families part of the musical tradition. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

028
Country and bluegrass music brought other forms of expression such as square dancing at
the Ruritan Clubs throughout the county. Above Dale and Marie Horton, Theodore and
Bertie Guynn, Gene and Becky Epperson with Jimmie and Alfie Rorrer dance a jig at the
Ararat Ruritan Club. In 2007, on any given Saturday night music and dancing are still
part of the county dynamic. (Courtesy of Bertie Guynn.)

029
Patrick County people come up with interesting ways to raise money for civic
organizations such as this womanless beauty pageant held at the Red Bank Elementary
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School to benefit the Red Bank Ruritans. Among the contestants second from the left are
Johnny Marion and Gary Heath of Claudville. (Courtesy of J. Neil Marion.)

030
Baseball was a mainstay in the county even before World War One. These players from
Ararat included (front row) James Martin, Jeff Scales, John Epperson, Ben Belton, and
Worth Smith, (back row) Marvin Smith, Steve Smith, Edd Scales and Ray Reynolds from
Ararat. These same surnames still dominate the area and the teams now fielded in school
and little league teams. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

031
The banjo with origins in Africa is the backbone of bluegrass music in the county. The
addition of the fifth string is attributed to Joel Sweeney of Appomattox, whose brother
Sam rode with J. E. B. Stuart in the Civil War. Lola Jessup McMillan and Charlie
Bowman enjoy a laugh and some banjo music. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

032
Typical bluegrass band instruments included the guitar, mandolin, fiddle, and banjo. One
of the many homegrown bluegrass bands, Hugh Hall and the Happy Go Lucky Boys
reflect the traditions still alive in the music of the county. The Patrick County Music
Association and other community groups such as at Willis Gap hold weekly music
events. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

033
Baseball was part of the cultural make up of communities such as this team for the
Hunter’s Chapel Methodist Church. The players (front row) are Tim Scales, Glenn Clark,
Acy Mankins, Davis Smith, Marvin Smith, Monk Smith, (back row) Herman Gates,
Clark Branscomb, Steve Smith, Moir Clark, and Edd Scales. (Courtesy of Barbara
Bowman Clement.)

034
Weekend excursions on the Mount Airy and Eastern Railroad “The Dinky” to Kibler
Valley on the Dan River were common place in the early 1900s. These trips allowed men
such as Charlie Quesinberry, Dalton Culler and Heath Quesinberry to dress in their
Sunday finest and pose with flowers on their way to court the local ladies. (Courtesy of
Barbara Bowman Clement.)

035
Mary Lee Fain (left) and friend are shown in this photograph cruising around Stuart at
Tex’s Drive-In around 1979. Before the time of electronic games and internet chat rooms,
cruising around towns in automobiles with loud rock music being drowned out by the
lack of proper mufflers on the exhaust systems of the vehicles was the main way young
people met and talked on weekends. (Courtesy of the Library of Congress.)
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036
The rugged and rocky landscape of the county is reflected in this photograph of Tim and
Homer Cox. The hidden coves and hollows made it easy for deserters to hide during the
Civil War and for the making of moonshine years later up until today. Many parts of the
county are still inaccessible except on foot. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

037
This photo of Tyler Smith, Gene Jessup, Robert Fulk and an unknown friend posing for
fake fisticuffs reflect humorously the violent culture of guns and clannish nature of the
mountains. Boys coming in to date girls in another area of the county often had to fight
the local males before being allowed to pick up their dates. (Courtesy of Barbara
Bowman Clement.)

038
Agriculture and a connection to the land is the backbone of Patrick County and the family
contribution to farming was the way people survived on the land with large families all
chipping in to do the work. Members of the Culler Family, Nelson, Irby, Emily and
Lorene pose for the camera in clothes not normally associated with farm work. (Courtesy
of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

039
Making moonshine whiskey is part of the culture of the Appalachian Mountain region
and so it is in Patrick County. Many families during the Great Depression needed the
extra income that making liquor brought. The rugged landscape and ample water supply
from the many mountain streams made the area a natural place for making “shine.”
(Courtesy of Virginia Tech.)

040
Jimmie Rorrer of Ararat is shown here around 1957. When not squirrel hunting with
Howard Mabry, he achieved legendary status as an officer of the Alcohol Beverage
Control Board finding and destroying moonshine stills. He arrested those involved in
bootlegging, which involved driving and selling illicit alcohol. (Courtesy of Barbara
Bowman Clement.)

041
Acrobatic possums are commonplace along with groundhogs and other wild animals,
which abound in the county. Sam and Ed Dobyns pose with some of their critters and
friends in the Dobyns area around 1925. In the days when kids looked for entertainment
outside and not through indoor use of electronics, playing with animals was humorous
part of life. (Courtesy of David Sheley.)

042
Another animal that earned his place on the farm was the hunting dog. Wyth Brown and
his dogs are shown above in this photograph from the Dobyns area of the county around
1925 show that relationship. Hunting for raccoons and other small animals is still popular
for men and dogs in the county. (Courtesy of David Sheley.)
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043
Almost forgotten now, but hunting and animal hides went hand in hand as self sufficient
people used everything at their disposal to survive in the rugged mountain regions of
Appalachia including Patrick County. This photograph shows Reed Rakes and his son
Allen passing down this tradition. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

044
For most of the twentieth century tobacco was the main cash crop of Patrick County. The
use of slides pulled by mules continued into the 1970s. Sleds full of the crop were taken
to barns where hand tying on wooden sticks and manually placing in wood heated barns
resulted in the livelihood for many people. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

045
The Hill Family (front row) David, Johnny, Lacy, Reid, Jesse, Harry, Red, and Totsey,
(back row) George Goins, Edd, and Posey Hill on horseback are shown enjoying a
foxhunt. This sort of self sufficient lifestyle shows another aspect of life in the county.
People hunted for sport, but also to feed their families in the splendid rural isolation of
the early twentieth century. (Courtesy of Bertie Guynn.)

046
Another byproduct of the many fruit orchards was apple butter shown in this image being
made by the Turner Family. Other people made molasses allowing them to live self
sufficiently in a time before there was easy access to roads, which connected them to all
parts of the county and supermarkets. Canning their own food was another popular
vocation for the people of the county. (Courtesy of Avis Turner.)

047
Raising livestock was another important part of farm life in the county. This photograph
shows seven year old Ed Dobyns in 1907 helping out with a family calf. Many families
had their own livestock including sheep and cattle for their own use and to sell. (Courtesy
of David Sheley.)

048
Orchards cover all areas of the county including the flat piedmont to the east and the
mountains to the north and west. This photograph shows members of the Guynn, Hiatt
and McMillans families coming together to gather apples on Willis Gap in 1908 at the
Coveland Orchard. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

049
Orchards produced many fruit products including apples hauled by mules and other
contrivances. In 1908, Austin Hiatt of the Coveland Orchard in Ararat hauls apples
packed in the barrels that made their way to railroads. Other fruit include peaches that are
part of the annual peach festival sponsored by the Patrick County Chamber of Commerce.
(Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)
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050
Gathering hay before the days of tractors and automatic bailers was hard labor requiring
an intensive effort to feed the livestock on the farm. The county raised wheat and other
grains and not just tobacco. Nettie Martin, Charles, Joanna, Louella and C. D. Williams
work in the hay on July 7, 1916, near Dobyns. (Courtesy of David Sheley.)

051
Getting up the hay was a team effort requiring strong backs, many sons, and cooperative
mules. Large families were needed in the days before automation and diesel farm
equipment. Harvey, Totsey, Herman, Harry, Warren, Wayne and Kermit Hill and their
mules pose around 1941 along the Ararat River. (Courtesy of Bertie Guynn.)

052
In the days before tractors and automatic farm equipment a man and his mule were the
source of power for the farm in the county whether pulling tobacco sleds through the
fields or hauling crops to town. Men like Jesse Manning shown here were at the mercy of
weather, roads and a temperamental mule. (Courtesy of Bertie Guynn.)

053
Richmond remembers Patrick County’s son J. E. B. Stuart with this statue on Monument
Avenue. Stuart died defending the city on May 12, 1864, after the Battle of Yellow
Tavern and is buried in Richmond’s Hollywood Cemetery. The town of Taylorsville, the
county seat, commonly known as Patrick Court House, was renamed in Stuart in 1884,
but it has no connection to the man other than he was born in Patrick County. (Perry
Collection.)

054
The first person from Patrick County known to sacrifice his life in military service was
Samuel Crowley at the Battle of Point Pleasant in 1774 where the Kanawha (New River)
empties into the Ohio River. Crowley who resided near the Smith River in Woolwine
rests today in a mass grave at the flagpole in this photo. (Perry Collection.)

055
Hopefully the last person from Patrick County to give their life for this country was
Jonathan Bowling, who died in Iraq in 2005. He is shown riding motorcycles with his
father Master State Trooper Darrell Bowling on the right. Each year a memorial bike ride
supports a scholarship in Jonathan’s name. (Courtesy of his aunt Robin Bowling.)

056
A reenactor portraying James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart shakes hands with retired U. S.
Army Col. J. E. B. Stuart IV, the great-grandson of Patrick County’s most famous son at
Stuart’s Birthplace. “Jeb” Stuart gave his life in 1864 fighting for Virginia and the
Confederate States of America as Robert E. Lee’s cavalry commander in the Army of
Northern Virginia. (Courtesy of Ann Guynn Markwith.)
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057
Each year on the first full weekend in October reenactors invade the Laurel Hill Farm, the
birthplace of J. E. B. Stuart in Ararat, to hold a Civil War Encampment to raise funds for
the preservation of Stuart’s Birthplace. Patrick County’s Butch Marshall on the left center
as a Confederate fights near Jay Shelor as a Union cavalryman on the center right.
(Courtesy of Ann Guynn Markwith.)

058
This reunion of Patrick County Confederate Soldiers in 1900 was ironically held on July
4. Numbers 1-32 are Green Ingram, John and Jehu Barnard, Green Dehart, George
Yeatts, Jim Barnard, Harden Hall, Abe Conner, Alex Wood, Joe Helms, Peter and Cosley
Belcher, Bill Boyd, Unknown, Joseph Moran, Alex Powers, Alex Cochram, Nicolas
Vipperman, Tyler and George Boyd, Ahira Jack Harbour, Dr. John Martin, E. J.
Vipperman, G. W. Vipperman, Elijah Wood, David K. Harrell, Steve Wood, Peter Craig,
Ran Hall, John Hubbard, John Conner and Henry Richardson. (Perry Collection.)

059
In 1907, a reunion of Confederate Soldiers from Patrick County met in uptown Stuart in
front of the courthouse. Rufus Woolwine is second from the left in a bowler hat. Others
in the photo include George Yates, Will Collins, Jehu Barnard, Chris Gregory, Dave
Martin, Boggie Mills, Bob Beasley, Gabe Deal, Mack Ross, Abe F. Mays, Joe Cassidy,
Green Ingram, Burrell Smith, Major Adams, Mat and George Mitchell, Rufus Mitchell,
William Taylor and Revered J. W. Barnard. Also, in the photo are Misters Hylton,
Plasters and Conner along with Miss Bessie Smith, who sold cakes for one cent each and
an African-American Rufus Staples (Perry Collection.)

060
One of the first to lead soldiers from Patrick County into war in 1861 was David Lee
Ross, who commanded a company in the 51st Virginia Infantry. Ross, who lived in the
Buffalo Ridge area, applied for a pension at age 93 stating he was “too old to work.”
(Courtesy of Paul Ross.)

061
Rufus James Woolwine served in the 51st Virginia Infantry and wrote about his
experiences in a journal published by the Virginia Historical Society in 1964. He
survived the war and returned to the county where he served as Sheriff. More men from
Patrick County served in two companies of this regiment than any other unit in the war.
(Perry Collection.)

062
J. E. B. Stuart’s descendent Claudia Straw and her husband Mike of Tampa, Florida,
visiting the grave of her great-great-great-great-grandfather, William Letcher, the great-
grandfather of J. E. B. Stuart in Ararat. Pro-British Tories killed Letcher, a member of the
Henry County militia, (Patrick County was part of Henry County 1776-1791) during the
American Revolution in August 1780. Letcher rests in the county’s oldest marked grave.
(Perry Collection.)
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063
William Epperson shown later in life in his uniform jacket in this photograph was one of
1800 of the 2500 men in Patrick County listed in the 1860 Census to serve in the Civil
War. Patrick County lost one quarter of the men who went off to war between 1861-65
with another ¼ wounded or captured. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

064
The only soldiers of the United States to visit the county during the Civil War were the
cavalry of Major General George Stoneman, who came into Taylorsville, now Stuart on
April 7-8, 1865. Stoneman left the town on the day Robert E. Lee surrendered at
Appomattox. The Yankee later became Governor of California. (Perry Collection.)

065
Educator Lois Barnard Harris is shown in this image with her father Jehu Barnard in the
1920s. Like many soldiers from the Civil War Jehu Barnard had two families, one early
and one later in life. Lois, who came from the second family, preserved her father’s
letters and they are published in The Free State of Patrick: Patrick County Virginia in the
Civil War also by this author. (Courtesy of Blane Barnard and Helen Frazier.)

066
Clarence Hall shown with David Sheley at one of the two markers Hall and other
veterans placed to remember eleven men who lost their lives in March 1944. Their B-24
training flight crashed into Bull Mountain. A marker for the World War Two fliers is at
the Patrick County Courthouse and at the crash site on the mountain. (Perry Collection.)

067
Patrick County remembers soldiers with several markers on the courthouse grounds. This
one mistakenly believed to be J. E. B. Stuart is actually for the Confederate infantrymen
from the county. Stuart is remembered on a plaque on the base. Other courthouse markers
include one for the victims of the Bull Mountain World War Two Crash, and two for the
war dead from World War Two, Korea, and Vietnam. (Perry Collection.)

068
Among the seven from Patrick County to lose their lives in South Vietnam was U. S.
Army Corporal Bobby L. Corns. Shown in this photograph in Vietnam shortly before his
death on June 19, 1967, Corns had been wounded a few months earlier and returned to
duty. (Courtesy of the Corns Family.)

069
Warrant Officer Larry J. Talley of Richmond married Joan K. Nowlin of Patrick County
on December 21, 1968, before losing his life on August 10, 1969, in South Vietnam. He
is one of seven men remembered on a marker on the courthouse grounds and Vietnam
Memorial Wall in Washington, D. C. (Courtesy of Bruce and Cindy Griffith.)
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070
George Cicero “Dick” Guynn shown celebrating Christmas in Europe in 1944 as World
War Two began to wind down. Guynn was a B-24 airplane mechanic in Italy after
receiving training in Missouri. (Courtesy of Theodore Guynn.)

071
Porter Bondurant did not go into France on D-Day in June 1944, but he soon followed
serving in the Motor Transport Division. He drove a two ton truck in over 300 trips for
the 42nd Division of the U. S. Army in Europe. On his return he farmed and ran a store
on the land of his ancestors the Pedigo Family. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

072
Elmer Lane Young entered the United States Army on September 5, 1917. He served
with over five hundred soldiers from the county in World War One. The Patrick County
Administration Building is named in honor of all the veterans who served from the
county with plaques denoting the names of those who gave all in over two hundred years.
(Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

073
Among the two thousand men and women from Patrick County who served in the armed
forces of the United States during World War Two was Lerom Niten shown here in
Florida in 1944. Patrick County lost over sixty men in the war to free the world of
German and Japanese fascism. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

074
Described by his family as “ardent Democrat” Davis Reid Smith served from Virginia in
World War One. He returned to marry Hester Irene Gates and raise an influential family
including four children Fred, Jean, Hester and Davis Reid Jr. in the western part of
Patrick County. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

075
Totsey Hill served in World War One before returning to the county to raise eleven
children with his wife India along the Mayo River and then the Ararat River. He sent
three sons to serve in the military during World War Two and two more sons to Vietnam.
(Courtesy of Bertie Guynn.)

076
Born in Patrick County in 1827, Alexander W. Terrell, moved to Missouri with his
family at an early age. Shown here with his granddaughter, he moved to Texas and rose
to the rank of brigadier general of cavalry in the War Between the States. After the war,
Terrell served in the Texas legislature, minister to Turkey and helped to found the
University of Texas. (Perry Collection.)

077
Burrell Francis Sisco (1881-1972) served in the U. S. Army during the Spanish American
War of 1898 including time on the Philippine Island of Jolo. Known as “The Black
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Walnut King,” Sisco operated a one man furniture company in Stuart that was known for
the quality of his work. (Courtesy of Paul Ross.)

078 and 79
This photograph shows Pete Bondurant of Ararat at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, on an
artillery piece during World War Two. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.) Two
old friends Dr. Eric Jarrell and Theodore Guynn, both graduates of Blue Ridge High
School and veterans of the United States Navy in World War Two are reminiscing about
their war experiences. Jarrell served as a medical officer in the Pacific Ocean where he
saw Kamikazes and the raising of the flag on Mount Suribaci on Iwo Jima. Guynn served
on the aircraft carrier the U. S. S. Princeton in the Atlantic Ocean. (Perry Collection.)

080 and 81
Patrick County’s most famous son Maj. Gen. James Ewell Brown “Jeb” Stuart of the
Confederate States of America grew up in Ararat. Stuart attended Emory and Henry
College and the United States Military Academy at West Point, where he graduated in
1854. He served seven years in the First U. S. Cavalry mainly in Kansas before resigning
to join Virginia and the South in the War Between the States 1861-65. (Perry Collection.)
Stuart is remembered at his birthplace, a seventy-five acre park that is open daily for self-
guided tours and at the Patrick County Courthouse in Stuart. The town named for him in
1884 acknowledged him with this plaque on the base of the monument to the Confederate
Soldiers from the county. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

082 and 083
Fathers and sons served the nation’s military from Patrick County. Ed Scales (1895-
1968) after attending the J. E. B. Stuart School on Rabbit Ridge and pitching for local
baseball teams served in the navy during World War One. He returned to marry Manie
Young and had three children Raleigh, Princess, and Zeb. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman
Clement.) Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Zeb Stuart Scales became one of the most decorated non-
commissioned soldiers from the county serving tours of service in Korea and Vietnam
where he received a silver and multiple bronze stars along with a purple heart. This
author was honored to assist in naming a bridge in 2006 over the Dan River that Zeb
helped build in 1947. He later served the county as a deputy sheriff and driver for
programs such as Meals on Wheels. (Courtesy of Brenda Scales Rorrer.)

084
This photo shows very well dressed men well drilling for water in Patrick County. The
process often started with a divining rod pointing to the water underground. This author
grew up beside Merdy King, who operated a well drilling business, where the above
apparatus was mounted on a truck. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

085
This photograph shows sawmilling in Kibler Valley. Lumber was floated into the
reservoir created by a splash dam, which was built on the nearby Dan River about where
the first bridge crosses today near Danube Presbyterian Church. Trains on “The Dinky”
railroad backed up after traveling nineteen miles from Mount Airy to load the lumber for
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the furniture factories and tan bark for a leather making operation in North Carolina.
(Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

086
Shown here hauling logs in Kibler Valley, Bob Kimble, Elihue Bowman, Tom
McCormick, and John Kimble were part of the lumber business that still maintains a
strong place in the county’s economy. Most of the timber from Kibler traveled via rail to
Mount Airy, North Carolina, for use in the furniture factories. Many lumber operations
and related businesses still operate in the county. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman
Clement.)

087
Over one hundred years old, the Cox Store near the Goblintown Grist Mill was restored
by the late George Charlie Cox. It is an example of preserving Patrick County history by
private individuals including Jack Williamson, Ronnie Haynes and others who helped
restore the site. The community store is still a place to meet and shop today, but now
there are gasoline pumps. (Perry Collection.)

088
The National Register of Historic Places along with the Virginia Landmarks Register are
now home to the Goblintown Grist Mill. Built in the 1850s by Lewis Turner and his son-
in-law Henry H. Hall, it was restored by George C. Cox and others beginning in the
1990s. Through private funding and hard work many people helped restore this great
example of a mill to grind corn into meal. (Perry Collection.)

089
One of the most photographed sites in the nation, Mabry Mill, is part of the National Park
Service’s Blue Ridge Parkway. It sits astride the Patrick County border with neighboring
Floyd County. Oval Jarrell like many tourists visited the mill, but before it was a tourist
destination. Ed Mabry operated a gristmill and industrial complex around it. (Courtesy of
Bertie Guynn.)

090
George W. Mitchell is listed in the 1880 U. S. Census operating a mill on the Little Dan
River. Still in operation today in the Claudville area is Mitchell’s Mill. Water powered
mills ground wheat, corn, rye, and barley with millers taking part of the product as
payment. (Perry Collection.)

091
On land once owned by Lady Astor’s family, the Langhornes, on the Dan River,
Cockram’s Mill is one of the sites in the county on the National Register of Historic
Places. Started as Blackard’s Mill and once part of the complex operated by Mr. Shirley
Mitchell including the Dan River Queen and Circle M Zoo, the mill is now part of the
Blue Ridge Passage Resort. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)
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092
Stuart has long been home to the elastic and rubber businesses. Beginning in the
twentieth century after World War Two when Massachusetts based United Elastic
Company came to the county, this plant was once the largest employer in the county.
Four different owners including J. P. Stevens operated the plant along the Mayo River.
(Courtesy of the Bassett Historical Center.)

093
This fire at Stuart Lumber Company in the 1950s represents the many perils of the
lumber business that has long been a staple of the county economy. Chartered in 1922 by
Thomas F. Ross, the company purchased by Virgil Williams in 1949 manufactured
lumber and particleboard and continues as part of Masonite Corporation. (Courtesy of the
Bassett Historical Center.)

094
The City of Danville began construction of multiple dams and a power plant along the
Dan River in the 1930s. The method of getting construction supplies to the rugged
landscape arriving in Stuart by train was to haul it by truck to Kibler Valley and then pull
it up this railroad track to the construction site. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

095
Buses rode by Fred Brim as a young man, but would not stop to carry him to Blue
Ridge High School due to segregation. He served our country in the military,
worked hard to get a GED, a college education, and taught Math and Physics before
becoming an administrator at Patrick County High School. Shown here with
Winston Reynolds and Wesley Young, Brim became the first African-American to
serve as a principal in the county at Blue Ridge Elementary School in the 1980s.
(Courtesy of the Bassett Historical Center.)

096
Located at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains in the western section of the county,
Rabbit Ridge supported the J. E. B. Stuart School. Among the students in 1918
shown waving in the front row forth from the left was George Elbert “Shug” Brown
whose family owned the J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman
Clement.)

097
The Meadows of Dan High School shown here in 1915 served the top of the Blue
Ridge plateau. It was one of the six high schools in the county before consolidation
into one Patrick County High School in the 1970s. Today it is the only elementary
school on top of the mountains in the county. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman
Clement.)

098
Located in the triangle between highways 58 and 8, the Central Academy was one of
the first county high schools. Begun by the Roanoke Presbytery, the school operated
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from 1910 until 1932 when fire consumed the building. The Presbyterian Church
started several of the schools in the county. (Courtesy of Jimmy and Virginia
Hopkins.)

099
Another school started by a religious group was Friends Mission in Ararat. Begun
by the Friends or the Quakers, it evolved into Blue Ridge High School. The girl’s
dormitory on the left with the vocational building of the school on the right shows a
time when church and school were the same thing. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman
Clement.)

100 and 101
The Central Academy supported a brass band from 1910 until 1914. They traveled
the nation going as far away as Georgia exposing the children of Patrick County to
the world outside the Free State of Patrick. They were included in President
Woodrow Wilson’s inaugural in 1913 and marched in the parade. The band was
organized by Rev. William E. Todd in October 1910. The “life of the band” was
Cora Martin Salmons, who played the big bass drum. The Central Academy brass
band held a reunion on October 10, 1960 bringing ten of the twenty-one members
back together again long after their school was gone. (Courtesy of Jimmy and
Virginia Hopkins.)

102
Blue Ridge High School girls Patricia McCann, Jewel Nunn, Ardith Montgomery,
Hazel Woods, Juanita Cox, Wynette Bowman, and June Martin in the 1960s sport,
their best dresses and prettiest smiles. The school began by the Quakers, and then
run by the Presbyterians on land donated by the Barnard Family, was purchased by
the county in the 1940s. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

103
Hardin Reynolds Memorial School in Critz, named for the father of tobacco magnet
R. J. Reynolds, was the main high school for the eastern piedmont section of the
county and is today still part of the elementary school system of the county. Shown
on the grounds in the 1960s are Nannie Sue Burton, Terry Gilley and Betty Ingram.
(Courtesy of Bassett Historical Center.)

104
Built in 1910, formed from the Hill and Lawson schools, and called the Dunkley
School until 1917, Red Bank School was located in Claudville. It was a casualty of
the consolidation of the county schools and the lowering numbers of students in
1984. Children who would have attended the school were sent to either Blue Ridge
Elementary School in Ararat or Stuart Elementary School. (Courtesy of Barbara
Bowman Clement.)
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105
Virginia Baptists opened The Blue Ridge Mission School in 1916. Located at Buffalo
Ridge in the northeastern part of the county, the school ran until the county schools
were consolidated in 1914. Many students boarded at the school under Principals
W. W. Townsend and J. W. H Dyches. Alumni include many prominent people such
as O. E. Pilson noted historian and educator. (Courtesy of the Bassett Historical
Center.)

106
Claude Buren Ross, in the center in the light colored suit, is with his class mates
including Conrad Lee Ross on the front row far right at Blue Ridge Mission School
in northeastern Patrick County. This class graduated just before the United States
entered World War One. (Courtesy of Paul Ross.)

107
African-Americans lived under a system of segregation including the school system
until 1967 when this author was part of the first desegregated first grade. This
school on Willis Gap was one of many schools including Patrick Central High
School that were part of a system referred to as “separate, but equal.” (Courtesy of
Barbara Bowman Clement.)

108
Athletics was not the sole past time of boys in the county. Girls played sports such as
basketball at Blue Ridge High School in the 1960s. Once Blue Ridge became an
elementary school the boy’s teams under Coach Edward Nester dominated county
school basketball league going undefeated in the regular season several times and
winning the tournament in 1975. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

109
This image shows Coach Carolyn Matthews with her team. Central Academy School
north of Stuart was the first high school in the county and this image shows one of
the girls’ basketball teams in the early twentieth century. Patrick County fielded
several boys’ state champions at Stuart under Charles Moir in the late 1950s and at
Hardin Reynolds in 1971 under Coach Sonny Swails. (Courtesy of Jimmy and
Virginia Hopkins.)

110
Maybelle Smith taught these “Future Homemakers of America” Martha and Kay
Horton, Billy Scott, Mary Cox, Carolyn Hill and Carol Scott at Red Bank High
School as part of the vocational education supplied by the school system in the
1960s. Vocational training was an important part of education with boys being part
of the Future Farmers of America. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

111
These ladies of the Red Bank High School are part of the graduating class before
World War One. Educational opportunities opened doors for the females of the
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county. Patrick County produced many prominent women who served in the
military in World War Two along with County Administrator Regina Handy and
Virginia Attorney General Mary Sue Terry. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman
Clement.)

112
Chestnut Grove School shown here in 1921 was one of the many community schools
throughout the county before the county consolidated in 1941. Local communities or
religious denominations supported schools or religious groups before the county
took control of education under the leadership of Dorn Spangler. Unusual names
such as Stonewall and Lone Ivy were given to these schools. (Courtesy of Bertie
Guynn.)

113
Consolidation of the county schools into one high school called Patrick County High
School came in 1971. The class of 1979 shown here was one of the largest with over
230 strong donning the green and gold of the cougars. Elementary schools grades 1-
7 feed students from Blue Ridge, Hardin Reynolds, Meadows of Dan, Patrick
Springs, Stuart, and Woolwine to the high school. (Perry Collection.)

114
In the days before cars, the horse was the main source of transportation. Caroline
Susan Bondurant rode hers in the days after World War One. Descended from the
Pedigo Family, she can trace her family back many generations. Her love of history
is known throughout the county including her participation in the Patrick County
Oral History Project in 1980. She continues to document her daily life and the
history of her home county as she approaches her one-hundredth year. (Courtesy of
Barbara Bowman Clement.)

115
The horse and buggy was the way to carry more people in a civilized fashion. In the
tax records J. E. B. Stuart’s father, Archibald referred to his as a “chariot.” His
carriage carried him to the surrounding counties where he worked as a lawyer and
politician. (Courtesy of Barbara Bowman Clement.)

116
Several roads today have existed in the same location for years such as the Bristol-
Danville Turnpike shown here near Critz, Virginia. These roads were the main
thoroughfares for taking tobacco to market for families such as the Reynolds and
their son R. J. Many traced their origin back to Native-American footpaths existing
for centuries before the English came to Virginia. (Courtesy of Doug Stegall.)

117
Concrete bridges such as this one over Clark’s Creek near its confluence with the
Ararat River did not come until the twentieth century. Before the bridges, fording
streams was tricky leaving travelers at the mercy of the weather. A bridge within
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sight of this one was not built over the Ararat until the 1960s. (Courtesy of Barbara
Bowman Clement.)

118
Patrick County is home to two of the seven surviving covered bridges in the
Commonwealth of Virginia and a yearly Covered Bridge Festival endorsed by the
state. The Jack’s Creek Bridge in Woolwine was designed by Walter Weaver and
built by Charlie Vaughan in 1914. Replaced in 1932, the bridge served a nearby
Baptist Church. (Courtesy of Avis Turner.)

119
The Bob White Covered Bridge was one of four designed by Walter Weaver near
Woolwine was built in 1921. This structure bridges not only the Smith River, but
the time period from the days on horseback and until recently well into the age of
the automobile. Avis and Elbert Turner cross in the 1964. It served the Church of
the Brethren near by until 1981. (Courtesy of Avis Turner.)


