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Images of Martinsville Virginia is available. Tom Perry’s fifth photo book tells stories from
the “City Without Limits.”In 214 pages and images, Martinsville, Virginia, comes to life
through stories about the past, present, and future. Avaiable for $19.99 locally and online

at www.createspace.com/3391525



First and Last From Patrick County Along The Ararat River On Memorial Day

On Memorial Day, May 31, 2010, I visited Ararat, Virginia, and my parents early in the
morning. I took the opportunity to visit the graves of several men from the community who served
this country in the United States Armed Forces. Just a mile from my parent’s home down the
Homeplace Road is the grave of Command Sergeant Major Zeb Stuart Scales, who was my
neighbor and whom I spoke about this weekend at the Memorial Day Ceremony at Rocky Mount,
Virginia. While Zeb did lose his life in service, he is I think one of the most decorated soldiers from
The Free State Of Patrick.

You can read those remarks at www.freestateofpatrick.com/memorialday.pdf.

I drove up to the Blue Ridge Elementary School and turned on to Raven Rock Road, up
past the Dan River Park as a fog hung low over the Blue Ridge Mountains. Down the hill I went to
the intersection to the River Road and the Raven Rock Road just up the hill from the Ararat River.
I took a moment to visit the grave of Levi Barnard, who lost his life just over a year ago in Iraq. I
did not know him personally, but I had known of him since his birth. Here is his myspace page
http://www.myspace.com/43293558. Levi was the last person from Patrick County serving from our
area to lose his life. I hope he is the last, but for today anyway he holds that distinction.

Nearby his grave was another grave that of Charles Barnard of Company I, 24th Virginia
Infantry. Charles died on June 30, 1862, in a Danville hospital per the Patrick County Death
Register in the courthouse in the town formerly known as Taylorsville. I have several letters from
him that I will write about another day that are in my book The Free State Of Patrick: Patrick
County in the Civil War.

Downstream along the Ararat River several miles is the grave of the first man from Patrick
County to lose his life in service to this country. He was a Corporal in Daniel Carlin’s Henry
County Militia Company. During the American Revolution, Patrick County did not exist and was
part of Henry County.



In the summer of 1780, Lord Charles Cornwallis was coming through the Carolinas
heading for a date with Nathaniel Greene at the Battle of Guilford Courthouse in March 1781 and a
date with George Washington at Yorktown, where he surrendered and practically ending the
American Revolution. The pro-British Loyalists or Tories became embolden by the presence of a
large British force close by and looked for targets on the Patriot side. Living on the banks of the
Ararat River was William Letcher, his wife Elizabeth Perkins Letcher and their daughter Bethenia
recently born. The Letchers married in 1778 and he was a strong Patriot. One summer day in
August 1780, a stranger came to the Letcher’s cabin door and inquired about William. Elizabeth as
the story goes invited him to wait. When William arrived the stranger, tradition holds as a Tory
named Nichols shot Letcher in the presence of his wife and left him to die in his wife’s arms.
Tradition holds that George Hairston and the Henry County Militia came over captured the Tories
led by a William Hall, who lived just across the state line in Surry County, North Carolina. They
held a “Drumhead”trial, convicted, and hung the murderous gang. Other stories have Hall coming
to his end at the hands of Native people further west and Nichols finding the end of a rope later.
Either way William Letcher died just about a year before Cornwallis surrendered to Washington,
making him the first man from what is today Patrick County to lose his life during a war in service
to this nation.

Just over fifty years after Letcher’s death, his great-grandson was born on the same land
along the Ararat River. He, like Letcher, lost his life around the age of thirty, fighting in what he no
doubt considered his own “Rev War.”Most everyone has heard of him as he was James Ewell
Brown “Jeb”Stuart and William Letcher was his material great-grandfather. The Ararat River
begins just behind Bell’s Spur Church along the Blue Ridge Parkway near the Squirrel Spur Road.
The river meanders down the mountain past the Raven Rock and across the bottom where Charles
and Levi Barnard rest today. Further downstream a great-grandfather rests along the same stream
that his famous descendant was born. This small mountain stream’s history now includes the first
and the last man from Patrick County to lose their lives in service of this country. I thought on
Memorial Day that they both deserved a visit.



Come see Tom Perry at the following events

July 3, Independence Day Celebration at Fancy Gap, Virginia, 9-4

July 4, Grahamfest 2-until, Wythe County, Virginia www.majorgrahammansion.com

July 6, Speaking on JEB Stuart to Campbell Guards SCV, Rustburg VA

July 9, Spencer-Penn Centre Music Night www.thecentreatspencerpenn.com

July 10, Horse and Hound Wine Festival, Johnson's Orchard, Bedford VA www.bedfordwine.com

July 16, Martinsville Farmer's Market 6-10 am, Bassett Historical Center 10-2,
Binding Time 5-8 pm

July 17, Martinsville Farmer's Market 8-12, Martinsville Cruise In 5-8 pm

July 18, Stokes County NC Historical Society on Images of Patrick and Henry Counties 2 pm

July 24, Book Signing at Just Plain Country Store 10-2, Patrick County Music Association 4-8

July 25, 3 pm The Life of J. E. B. Stuart at the Mount Airy Museum,
www.northcarolinamuseum.org

July 31, Martinsville Farmers Market 8-12, Tomahawk Mill Wine Festival
www.tomahawkmill.com 1 to 6 pm

August 7, Franklin County Confederate Monument Rededication at 2 p.m. Rocky Mount, Virginia.

Tom Perry’s new book Ararat Virginia: A Guide From Willis Gap To Kibler Valley to
promote the western end of Patrick County with businesses, history, and reasons to come visit
Ararat, Virginia. The book is available for $9.99

Order online here www.createspace.com/3436283



J. E. B. Stuart’s Birthplace: History, Guide and Genealogy is the 20th anniversary updated book on
the site Tom Perry saved in his hometown of Ararat, Virginia. Available for $14.99

Click here to order online www.createspace.com/3414583

Learn more about J. E. B. Stuart’s Birthplace in Ararat, Virginia at
www.freestateofpatrick.com/Laurelhill

Images of Patrick County: Postcards is Tom Perry’s fourth photo book released earlier this year.
This short book shows most of the known postcards from The Free State Of Patrick. Available for
$9.99, this book is available online at www.createspace.com/3353366



Tom Perry's Books Available Regionally

In Bassett, Virginia,
at the Bassett Historical Center.

At the Fairy Stone State Park Gift Shop.

In Stuart, Virginia,
at Just Plain Country Store Booth #110,
Worley's Produce,
Wanda's Estate Jewelry,
and Howell's Grocery.

In Mount Airy, North Carolina,
at Pages Bookstore
and Mount Airy Museum of Regional History.

In Meadows of Dan, Virginia,
at the Mayberry Trading Post,
Poor Farmers Country Store,
Webb's Antiques,
and Meadows of Dan Grocery.

In Ararat, Virginia,
at the Ararat Grocery,
Barnard's in Kibler Valley,
and Boyd's Restaurant.

In Martinsville, Virginia,
at Arts, Etc.
Binding Time Cafe,
Southern Virginia Artisan Center,
Daily Grind Cafe,
and the Virginia Museum of Regional History.

In Galax, Virginia,
at Chapters Bookstore.

In Hillsville, Virginia,
at Harmon's Museum.

In Claudville, Virginia,
at Lee's Kar Go
and the Claudville Cafe.

In Rocky Mount, Virginia,
at the Franklin County Historical Society.

In Wytheville, Virginia,
at the Town Museum Gift Shop and Wythe County Historical and Genealogical Society.
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Henry County Heritage Book

Henry County Heritage Book Update
The Henry County Heritage Book Committee is an ALL VOLUNTEER group with no paid
staff. All profit from the book goes to the expansion of the Bassett Historical Center. At this
point over 600 copies of the book have sold for $55. This hard cover publication is still
available for purchase at the Bassett Historical Center. The committee hopes the book will
be back for Christmas 2010, but only a 100 copies will be available for $75 at that time.
You must purchase a copy before publication to be assured of getting a copy.

Notes From The Free State Of Patrick
www.freestateofpatrick.com

Newly Revised Version of Perry’s Book on Patrick County, Virginia, and Regional History.

ALL Tom Perry’s Books are available in Patrick County at Booth #110 Just Plain Country Store in
Stuart, Virginia.

Available at www.amazon.com and www.barnesandnoble.com

From Laurel Hill To Yellow Tavern
The Life of J. E. B. Stuart

Benefit Talk and Book Signing

July 25, 3 pm, Mount Airy Museum of Regional History Annex on Oak
Street, Mount Airy, North Carolina

Tom Perry will speak on Civil War General James Ewell Brown “Jeb”
Stuart and help raise money for the museum.


