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Contact Information 

Laurel Hill Publishing  LLC  

4443 Ararat Highway 

P. O. Box 11 

Ararat, VA 24053-0011 

freestateofpatrick@yahoo.com 

www.freestateofpatrick.com 

276-692-5300 

Thomas D. ñTomò Perry, Managing Member 

 

Tom Perryôs Amazon Authorôs Page 

http://www.amazon.com/-/e/B002F4UJGE  

Tom Perryôs Facebook Page 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?ref=name&id=10000

0404747158  
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http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?ref=name&id=100000404747158


5 
 

Introduction 

 

 For the first time beginning in 2010  all the books by 

Historian and Author Thomas D. ñTomò Perryôs are 

available through the standard book distribution networks 

such as Ingram or Baker and Taylor and at bookstores such 

as Barnes and Noble, Borders, and Books-A-Million. This 

catalog gives book retailers information to purchase these 

books through those networks or directly from Perryôs 

company Laurel Hill Publishing.  

 Thomas D. ñTomò Perry was born in Mount Airy, 

North Carolina, in 1960, the son of Erie M. and Betty Hobbs 

Perry. He grew up in Ararat, Virginia, where his father was 

a teacher and principal at Blue Ridge Elementary School. 

His mother worked for thirty -eight years at Cross Creek 

Apparel. 

             Perry, a 1983 graduate of Virginia Tech, started the 

J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace in 1990. Under Perryôs guidance 

the organization saved 75 acres of the site that was the 

birthplace and boyhood home of Civil War General James 

Ewell Brown ñJebò Stuart. Perry is working on a book on J. 

E. B. Stuartôs North Carolina connections that will include 

information about Mount Airy and Surry County along 

with the four regiments of cavalrymen from North Carolina 

that served under Stuart in the War Between the States. 

             In 2009, Perry celebrated the twentieth anniversary 

of the effort to preserve Stuartôs Birthplace. On February 5, 

1989, the Winston-Salem Journal published the first article 

on the effort by Ararat (Patrick County) Virginia resident 

Thomas David ñTomò Perryôs attempt to save, preserve and 

interpret the Laurel Hill Farm, the birthplace and boyhood 

home of Civil War General James Ewell Brown ñJebò 

Stuart.  

           Perry has produced three photographic histories 

released from Arcadia Publishing including Images of 

America: Patrick County Virginia and Images of America: 

Henry County Virginia and Then and Now: Patrick County 

Virginia to be released in March and May 18, 2009, 

respectively.  
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            J. E. B. Stuartôs biographer Emory Thomas 

describes Tom Perry as "a fine and generous gentleman 

who grew up near Laurel Hill, where Stuart grew up, has 

founded J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace and attracted 

considerable interest in the preservation of Laurel Hill.  He 

has started a symposium series about aspects of Stuartôs life 

to sustain interest in Stuart beyond Ararat, Virginia" that is 

now held annually at the Bassett Historical Center in Henry 

County, Virginia.   Perry holds a BA in History from 

Virg inia Tech in 1983, where he studied under Dr. James I. 

Robertson, Jr. Recognized nationally as an authority on 

Stuart, Perry recently assisted Jeffrey Wert with his new 

biography Cavalryman of the Lost Cause: A Life of J. E. B. 

Stuart. 

            Tom started the J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace 

Preservation Trust, Inc. in 1990. The non-profit 

organization preserved 75 acres of the Stuart property 

including the house site where James Ewell 

Brown Stuart was born on February 6, 1833. Perry wrote 

the eight original  interpretive signs about Laurel Hillôs 

history along with the Virginia Civil War Trails sign and 

the new Virginia Historical Highway Marker in 2002. Perry 

served as President of the organization when over $250,000 

was raised. As Emeritus Board Member and President of 

the National Advisory Board until recently Perry guided the 

direction of the organization and when you visit the site 

today there is not a single thing at the site that was not 

Perryôs idea. 

            Perry has begun a collection of papers relating to 

Stuart and Patrick County history in the Special Collections 

Department of the Carol M. Newman Library at Virginia 

Tech under the auspices of the Virginia Center For Civil 

War Studies that now include over thirty boxes of material. 

At present, he is cataloging a photo collection of over 10,000 

images that will be at Virginia Tech.  

 Perry spent many years researching traveling all 

over the nation to find Stuart materials including two trips 

across the Mississippi River to visit nearly every place 

"Jeb" Stuart served in the United States Army (1854-1861). 
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So far a manuscript of over 500 pages containing every 

known letter, poem, report, and document written by Stuart 

is being prepared for publication. This collection will 

eventually make its way to Perryôs papers at Virginia Tech. 

            Tom can be seen on Virginia Public Televisionôs 

Forgotten Battlefields: The Civil War in Southwest Virginia 

with his mentor noted Civil War Historian Dr. James I. 

Robertson, Jr. He began releasing a series of DVDs, the first 

entitled Reflections on J. E. B. Stuart, which will include 

presentations he has given all over the country about 

Patrick County and J. E. B. Stuart history. The DVD is 

available at the same locations as his books. In 2004, Perry 

began the Free State Of Patrick Internet History Group, 

which has become the largest historical organization in the 

area with over 500 members. It covers Patrick County 

Virginia and regional history. Tom produces a monthly 

email newsletter about regional history entitled Notes From 

The Free State of Patrick that goes from his website 

www.freestateofpatrick.com. 

             Images of America: Henry County Virginia, 

released in 2009, contains 200 photos and is used to raise 

money to expand the Bassett Historical Center, the regional 

history and genealogical library that is part of the Blue 

Ridge Regional Library. www.bassetthistoricalcenter.com. 

The book has sold its first printing and a third printing is in 

the works by Arcadia Publishing. In 2009, Perry used his 

book Images of America Henry County Virginia to raise 

over $25,000 for the Bassett Historical Center, ñThe Best 

Little Library in Virginia,ò and as editor of the Henry 

County Heritage Book raised another $30,000 of the 

$800,000 raised to expand the regional history library.  

 He is the recipient of the John E. Divine Award from 

the Civil War Education Association, the Hester Jackson 

Award from the Surry County Civil War Round Table, and 

the Best Article Award from the Society of North Carolina 

Historians for his article on Stonemanôs Raid in 2008. In 

2010, he received acknowledgement from the Bassett Public 

Library Association for his work to expand the Bassett 

Historical Center and was named Henry County Virginia 

http://www.freestateofpatrick.com/
http://www.bassetthistoricalcenter.com/


8 
 

Man of the Year by www.myhenrycounty.com. Perry also 

recently received the National Society of the Daughters of 

the American Revolution Community Service Award from 

the Patrick Henry Daughters of the American Revolution. 

 

Fund Raising With Books 

 

 Over the past twenty years, Tom Perry assisted in 

raising over 1 million dollars for non-profit groups. To see a 

list of some of these groups visit Perryôs website at this 

address  www.freestateofpatrick.com/groups  

 Tom Perry presented Phil Dalton with the first 

royalty check for Images of America: Henry County 

Virginia. This book raised over $25,000 for the Building 

Committee of the Bassett Historical Center.  

 

 
 

Dr. James I. Robertson, Jr. with his former student, 

Thomas D. ñTomò Perry, at the May 2009 fundraiser for 

the Bassett Historical Center Building Fund. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.myhenrycounty.com/
http://www.freestateofpatrick.com/groups
http://www.bassetthistoricalcenter.com/
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Need A Speaker or Want to Schedule a Book Signing? 

 

 

 If you have a group that would like to host a book 

signing to raise money for your organization, please contact 

Tom Perry. He gives groups the same percentage as retail 

businesses to start with or if you would like to purchase 

books from distributors such as Ingram, Perry will come 

sign books or give a talk if his schedule permits. Perry is 

presently doing the following programs. These are 

PowerPoint presentations where Perry supplies the 

computer and projector. Tom Perry speaks all over the 

country on subjects relating to J. E. B. Stuart, Patrick 

County, Virginia, and Regional History topics listed on the 

preceding page. As a rule, he does not charge non-profit 

groups in the counties surrounding Patrick County, 

Virginia, or Surry County, North Carolina, as these groups 

often do not have the financial means in these tough 

economic times to afford speakers. Perry will accept 

honorarium or traveling expenses, but does not require 

groups or organizations. He does not require contracts or 

legal agreements to present a program. Often, Perry will 

give non-profits and historical groups the opportunity to use 

his books to raise money for their organizations. To see 

some of the organizations Perry speaks at visit this website 

www.freestateofpatrick.com/schedule   

 

http://www.freestateofpatrick.com/schedule
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Programs Tom Perry is doing 2010-11 

 

Brig. General William J. Palmer: The Man Who Didnôt 

Burn Martinsville.  

 

From Laurel Hill To Yello w Tavern: The Life of J. E. B. 

Stuart.  

 

Frank Stringfellow: Confederate Spy, Martinsville Minister.  

 

Images of Patrick and Henry Counties. 

 

"The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down:" George 

Stoneman's 1865 Raid 

 

A Tale of Two Great- Grandfathers: J. E. B. Stuart's 

Ancestors in the American Revolution 

 

Makers of History: African -Americans in the Civil War.  

 

Digging Up Jeb: Archaeology and J. E. B. Stuart's 

Birthplace 

 

A Man For All Seasons: The Christian Life of J. E. B. 

Stuart 

 

Tracing Your Civil War Ancesto r: A Genealogy Workshop 

    

Edgar Allan Poeôs Haunted History 

 

Ordinary Man, Extraordinary Times: The Life, Times, and 

Images of Everett M. Bennett 

 

Brothers In Arms: J. E. B. Stuartôs and his brothers in the 

Civil War  
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Your Purchase Helps Worthy Students 

 

 Proceeds  in 2009 (One Dollar $1) from the sale of all 

these books went to the Erie Meredith and Betty Jane 

Hobbs Perry Scholarship to help a deserving student in the 

Dan River District of Patrick County.  They are the parents 

of this author. 

 Erie M.  Perry, born in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 

spent his formative years in High Point and Mount Airy, 

North Carolina. He attended Lees McCrae and Appalachian 

State University and received a Masterôs Degree from 

Radford University. He taught in the Patrick County 

Virginia School System for nearly thirty years at Blue Ridge 

High School, Red Bank Elementary School and Blue Ridge 

Elementary School. 

 Betty Jane Hobbs Perry, born outside Augusta, 

Georgia, met her husband while he was stationed in U. S. 

Army at Fort Gor don. Like several ladies from Georgia she 

came to Ararat, Virginia, in the late 1950s. She worked for 

nearly forty years at Quality Mills/Cross Creek Apparel in 

Mount Airy, North Carolina.  
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Also By Thomas D. Perry 

Ascent To Glory: The Genealogy of J. E. B. Stuart 

The Free State of Patrick: Patrick County Virginia In The Civil 

War 

Images of America: Patrick County Virginia  

Images of America: Henry County Virginia  

Then and Now: Patrick County Virginia  

Notes From The Free State Of Patrick: Patrick County, Virginia, 

and Regional History 

Godôs Will Be Done: The Christian Life of J. E. B. Stuart 

Patrick County Oral History Project: A Guide  

J. E. B. Stuartôs Birthplace: A Guide for Educators and Visitors 

Upward Toil: The Lester Family of Henry County Vir ginia 

Patrick County Virginia: Postcards 

Mount Airy, North Carolina  

Martinsville , Virginia  

Henry County Heritage Book Volume One 

J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace: History, Guide, and Genealogy 

Fieldale, Virginia 

ñIf Thee Must Fight, Fight Well.ò William J. Palmer and the 

Fight for Martinsville, April 8, 1865  

The Graham Mansion 

Visit www.freestateofpatrick.com for more information  

 

 

http://www.freestateofpatrick.com/
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Future Titles From Laurel Hill Publishing  

 

 

 Laurel Hill Publishing will release multiple new titles 

in 2011 including those on the preceding pages about J. E. 

B. Stuart, the Ararat River and the Graham Mansion in 

Wythe County Virginia. All three books have James Ewell 

Brown ñJebò Stuart as a common theme. He visited the 

Graham Mansion as a youth and grew up along the Ararat 

River in Patrick County.  

Coming soon from Laurel Hill Publishingé 

 

http://www.freestateofpatrick.com/fsop.htm
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A River Called Ararat:  

From Bell Spur to Mount Airy to Siloam 

 

 

The Papers of J. E. B. Stuart Volume One 1833-1860 
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Images of Patrick County Virginia 

 

Images of Bassett Virginia 
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North Carolina Has Done Noblyò 

J. E. B. Stuartôs North Carolina Connections 

 

 
 

Images of Henry County Virginia  
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ñNever Forgetò 

Patr ick and Henry County in Vietnam 

 

 

ñToiling Upwardò 

The Lester  Family of Henry County Virginia 
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Bettieôs Piano 

J. E. B. Stuar t and Bettie Hairston and the Beaver Creek 

Plantation 

 

 
 

The Battle of Aiken South Carolina 

Kilpatr ick vs. Wheeler  February 11, 1865 
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TITLES AVAILABLE FROM LHP 

2011 Releases From Laurel Hill Publishing 

 

The Graham Mansion $19.99 

Release Date July 2011 

Historical Sites and Houses Series From LHP 

 The Graham Mansion in Wythe County Virginia is 

the site of over two hundred years of history stretching back 

to the American Revolution through the Civil War 

including the iron forges of Southwest Virginia. The site 

ISBN-13: 978-1456353124 ISBN-10: 1456353128 6x9 $19.99 
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Fieldale Virginia $19.99 

Release Date May 2011 

History and Memory Series From LHP 

 Fieldale Virginia continues Thomas D. Perryôs look 

at the images, history and the memories of Henry County, 

Virginia with co -author Traci E. Petty, who brings her 

knowledge of Fieldale from researching the Fieldale 

Clubhouse or ñThe Lodgeò and her involvement with the 

creation of the Fieldale Heritage Festival. 

 Using images in over 220 pages and stories from 

people with a connection to Fieldale, this book tells the story 

of a ñcompany townò created by Marshall Field and Co. to 

manufacture mainly towels along the Smith River with the 

convergence of two railroads. 

 
ISBN-13: 978-1456313180 ISBN-10: 1456313185 6x9 220 pages 
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ñIf Thee Must Fight, Fight Wellò William J. Palmer and the 

Fight for Ma rtinsville Virginia April 8, 1865  

Release June 2011 

Civil War Series From LHP 

 As the American Civil War began to run down the 

southern Virginia town of Martinsville in Henry County 

saw one of the last actions of that war. A Confederate 

cavalry regiment under the command of James T. Wheeler 

met the brigade of Union Brevet Brigadier General William 

J. Palmer on April 8, 1865. The result was a victory for the 

United States forces. This book tells the story of that fight 

for Martinsville and the life of Palmer, who was born a 

Quaker in Delaware and ended his life as a millionaire 

businessman in Colorado. 

ISBN-13: 978-1460976326 ISBN-10: 1460976320 6x9 
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Mount Airy North Carolina $19.99 

Release Date September 2010 

History and Memory Series From LHP 

 Mount Airy  North Carolina begins a new series of 

books by Tom Perry from Laurel Hill Publishing called 

History and Memory. This series of books will go back and 

forth across the state line between Surry County, North 

Carolina, and Patrick County, Virginia. Future ti tles will 

include Life on the Ararat: History and Memory Along The 

Ararat River, which will explore the history along the 

Ararat River, which begins in Patrick County and empties 

into the Yadkin River in Siloam, Surry County, North 

Carolina. Mount Airy North Carolina at 220 pages has 

black and white photos of Mount Airy with fourteen 

chapters. Indexed with a Selected Bibliography, chapters 

include subjects such as Andy Griffith and Donna Fargo. 

  

ISBN 1449971733 EAN-13  9781449971731 230 pages 6x9        
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Martinsville Virginia $19.99 

Release Date May 2011 

History and Memory Series From Laurel Hill Publishing 

 Martinsville Virginia is Tom Perryôs first self-

published photo book with more history and a larger group 

of images and indexed in 214 pages. Chapters include 

images from Church Street and the old Henry County 

Courthouse, a focus of downtown revitalization efforts. 

Chapters on postcards of Martinsville, the downtown area, 

railroads, the Smith River and Schools are included.  

 Chapters cover the ways that Martinsville in tough 

economic times has not forgotten those less fortunate and 

Perry shares some personal history in Full Circle finishing 

the book. The book indexed gives readers an easy way to 

find friends, family, or places they remember in this first 

book in a series hopefully that will have several Henry 

County Virginia communities as subjects. Plans are for 

Fieldale and Bassett to be book released in 2011 in May and 

September during their respective heritage festivals. 

 

ISBN-13: 978-1456574475 ISBN: 1456574477 214 pages 6x9         
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Folklore of the Blue Ridge Foothills $9.99 

Release September 2010 

Bassett Historical Center Series 

 This is the first book published by Laurel Hill 

Publishing not written by Tom Perry and begins a new 

series of books called the Bassett Historical Center Series, 

which will benefit from the sale of this series. 

 This book originally published in 1969 from stories 

submitted by students at Samuel H. Hairston School in 

Henry County, Virginia, takes tales, superstitions, and 

traditions to weave a story about the folklore of the foothills 

of the Blue Ridge Mountains in piedmont Virginia. 

 Edited by the studentôs teacher from 1969, Douglas 

G. Belcher, who holds degrees from Appalachian State 

University and UNC-Chapel Hill. He edited these stories 

from his students in 1969.  

 

ISBN1452871299 EAN-139781452871295 60 pages 6x9 
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From Spencer-Penn To Rives Road: 

The Life, Times, and Images of Everett M. Bennett $19.99 

Release Date December 2010 

Minter  Series From Laurel Hill Publishing 

 This book is the first collaboration between Tom 

Perry and Henry County historical collector David Minter. 

Minter . Included in the material was a Life Magazine from 

February 1947 with Everett M. Bennett of Spencer, 

Virginia, on the cover. Seen by over five million people, 

Bennett was a Constabulary Guard in occupied Germany 

when Walter Sanders, a famous photographer for Life 

Magazine, took his photo on New Yearôs Day 1947. Bennett 

graduated from Spencer-Penn High School, now the 

Spencer-Penn Centre, and went into the U. S. Army. He 

returned to Henry County before having his reserve unit 

called for service in Korea, where Bennett was part of the 

1092 Engineering Battalion. Part biography of Bennett, part 

his images, and part a telling of the times he lived.  

 

ISBN1452840962 EAN-139781452840963 172 pages 6x9 
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The Free State Of Patrick:  

Patrick County Virginia In The Civil War $19.99 

Original Release 2005 Revised April 2011 

Patrick County Virginia Series From Laurel Hill Publishing  

 James I. Robertson, Jr., Emeritus Civil War 

Professor at Virginia Tech, calls The Free State Of Patrick: 

Patrick County Virginia in the Civil War a ñmasterful job.ò 

Thomas D. Perry in over 340 pages tells the story of the men 

who fought for the South and even a few for the North in 

this book on the county he grew up in, Patrick County 

Virginia. The book contains chapters on the 51st Virginia 

Infantry, 50th Virginia Infantry, George Stonemanôs Union 

Raid through the county, J. E. B. Stuart, the home front in 

the county during the war, and a chapter of over 150 letters 

from soldiers who served from the county. The book 

contains a roster of over 1,700 men who served on both sides 

in the war along with Pension and Disability records.  

 

ISBN: 1438241194 EAN-13: 9781438241197 348 pages 6x9 
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J. E. B. Stuartôs Birthplace: 

The History  of the Laurel Hill Farm $19.99 

Revised 20
th

 Anniversary Edition released in 2010 

J. E. B. Stuart Series 

 Over twenty years ago Historian Tom Perry had the 

idea to save the site of the birthplace of J. E. B. Stuart in the 

community he grew up in. After four years of effort the non-

profit J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace Preservation Trust 

purchased 70 acres for $60,000. An additional five acres was 
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added bringing the total to 75 acres of the 1,500 acres once 

owned by the Stuarts. 

  This newly revised book tells the history of the Stuart 

Family upon their arrival in the North America up through 

J. E. B. Stuart VI . The book also tells the history of the 

property from pre -historic times and the Native-American 

evidence discovered via archaeology on the property. The 

book tells about the local people who lived on and near the 

site that has history including the American Revolution with 

William Letcher, who lost his life on the property, killed by 

pro-British Tories in 1780, and was J. E. B. Stuartôs great-

grandfather. The antebellum history of the property, which 

with archaeology got the site placed on the Virginia and 

National Registers of Historic Places.  

  The life and career of James Ewell Brown Stuart is 

in three chapters followed by a chapter on his wife, Flora 

Cooke Stuart and her children and their descendants. This 

is the only published material on the life of Mrs. Stuart. 

Perry includes chapters on life at the Laurel Hill Farm 

before and after the arrival of the Stuarts and the final 

chapter in the History section details the efforts to preserve 

the site beginning in 1988.  

 The next section of the book includes driving tours 

from Mount Airy, North Carolina, Meadows of Dan, and 

Stuart, Virginia, in Patrick County . A walking tour ends the 

second section of the book.  

  The final section gives a summary of the genealogy of 

J. E. B. Stuart meant to give interested parties a starting 

point to connect their family trees to the Stuarts. It is not 

intended as a complete and definitive genealogy, but a 

reference to start a search. The book indexed with a full 

bibliography gives the reader sources to the twenty years of 

research Perry continues to work.  

 This book is not only Tom Perryôs favorite book of 

the many he has written, but as one author says about it. 

ñThis is the best book ever written on Patrick County 

Virginia history.ò 

 

ISBN: 1449934331 ISBN-13: 978-1449934330 302 pages 6x9 
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Notes From The Free State Of Patrick: Patrick County, 

Virginia, and Regional History $14.99 

Revised edition released 2010 
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Patrick County Virginia Series 

 This revised edition originally published in 2008 

contains articles, speeches, blogs, and stories with chapters 

on J. E. B. Stuartôs great-grandfathers who fought in the 

American Revolution, Reynolds Homestead, Virginia Tech 

ñHokieò History, two chapters on Stonemanôs 1865 Raid, 

United States History, North Carolina History, Virginia 

History, Patrick County People and History, African-

Americans in the Civil War, the World War Two Pla ne 

Crash on Bull Mountain in 1944, the men who lost their 

lives from Patrick County in Vietnam,  J. E. B. Stuart and 

Patrick County and Thomas Jefferson: First American 

Architect. The latter is Perryôs first paper written for 

eleventh grade English at Patrick County High School in 

1978.  Found by Perryôs mother in 2009, he revised it for 

this book. Perry includes ideas about using history and 

tourism to promote Patrick County along with a chapter on 

the Patrick County Oral History Project. 

  This book begins with an essay titled ñCobblestones 

on Crawford Avenueò that deals with Perryôs love of history 

that stems from many people including his maternal 

grandparents who lived in Augusta, Georgia, near 

Crawford  Avenue. The book ends with a talk given at the 

Patrick County Courthouse in 2006 about the men and 

women, who called The Free State of Patrick ñHomeò 

during the War Between the States.  

 This book is dedicated to Perry's friends and second 

set of parents Theodore C. and Bertie Hill Guynn. Perry 

spent many years as a youth staying with the Guynns on 

their farm along the Ararat River while his parents worked. 

Included in the book is a story titled "Everything I Know I 

Learned From Theodore Guynn," given as a talk at 

Guynn's eightieth birthday party in 2007. Cover photo is a 

pair of rainbows over Rock Castle Gorge taken from the 

Rocky Knob Visitors Center on the Blue Ridge Parkway in 

Patrick County, Virginia.  

ISBN: 1441436790 ISBN-13: 978-1441436795 242 pages 6x9 
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Ascent To Glory: The Genealogy of J. E. B. Stuart $9.99 

Perryôs first book. This revised edition released in 2009. 

J. E. B. Stuart Series of LHP 

 

 This book takes the family of Civil War General 

James Ewell Brown Stuart from the time they arrived in 

North America through the 1990s. It is a starting point  for 

anyone thinking they are related to the famous cavalryman 

and not a comprehensive book on the subject. 

 This book contains General Stuartôs direct family 

line. It is not meant to contain all the ancestors or 

descendants of the famous Civil War Confederate Major 

General.  

 This was Tom Perryôs first book began one weekend 

using Family Tree Software to create Stuartôs family 

lineage. The original research and files are at the Special 

Collections Department of the Carol M. Newman Library at 

Vi rginia Tech and at the Bassett Historical Center in 

Bassett, Virginia.  

 

ISBN: 1438254695 ISBN-13:978-1438254692 112 pages 8x10 
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J. E. B. Stuartôs Birthplace: A Guide For Educators and 

Visitors $9.99 

 

Released in 2009 

 

J. E. B. Stuart Series of LHP 

 

 J. E. B. Stuart Birthplace: A Guide for Educators and 

Visitors is a new book aimed at tourists and educators taken 

from Perryôs over twenty years researching the site. Perry 

started the preservation effort to preserve the 75 acre site in 

1990 and is the author of J. E. B. Stuartôs Birthplace: The 

History of the Laurel Hill Farm that tells the story of the 

Stuart Family from their arrival in America until today. It 

is also a history of the site and the effort to preserve it. The 

book includes three driving tours from Mount Airy, North 

Carolina, Meadows of Dan and Stuart in Virginia with 

history along the way to the site of the Laurel Hill Farm in 

Ararat, Virginia. Cost of the book is $9.99.  

ISBN: 1441434925 ISBN-13: 978-1441434920 152 pages 6x9 
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Patrick County Oral History Project: A Guide  $9.99 

 

Released in 2009 

 

Patrick County Virginia Series of LHP 

 

 The Patrick County Oral History Project: A Guide 

contains information on the oral history interviews from 

nearly thirty years ago conducted in Patrick County. These 

interviews of over one hundred persons are housed today in 

the Carol M. Newman Library at Virginia Tech, where 

Perryôs papers reside as well. Perry will donate ALL profit 

from this book to the Special Collections Department of the 

Newman Library to take the recordings from tape to digital 

format. The guide contains information on each interview 

along with abstracts and an index. Parts of the recordings 

have been transcribed into book form, but not all. Cost of 

the book is $9.99 with ALL profits going to digitize the 

recordings.  

 

ISBN: 1442160373 ISBN-13: 978-1442160378 106 pages 6x9 
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Patrick County Virginia: Postcards $9.99 

Released in 2009 

Patrick County Virginia Series of LHP 

 Patrick County: Postcards is Tom Perryôs fourth 

images book focusing on photos from his collection of over 

10,000 images soon to be housed at the Special Collections 

Department of the Carol M. Newman Library at Virginia 

Tech. This book of 71 pages concentrates on the many 

postcards from the past with a connection to Patrick County  

 

ISBN: 1440408858 ISBN-13: 978-1440408854 72 pages 6x9 
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Godôs Will Be Done: The Christian Life of J. E. B. Stuart 

$9.99 

Revised edition released 2009 

 

J. E. B. Stuart Series of LHP 

 

 Godôs Will Be Done: The Christian Life of J. E. B. 

Stuart takes the three chapters from J. E. B. Stuartôs 

Birthplace: The History of the Laurel Hill Farm, add s new 

information and produces a short biography concentrating 

on the Christian faith of Stuart. ñGodôs Will Be Doneò were 

Stuartôs reported last words, but it is also a metaphor for 

the life he led from sending his mother $100 to build a 

church in Ararat, Virginia, where Stuart and the author 

grew up to the Episcopal Church in Junction City, Kansas, 

that Stuart started. Stuart bought his men in the 

Confederate Army of Northern Virginia scriptures using his 

own money and often attributed his military success to God. 

Hardly a letter or report from Stuart did mention bring 

God into his successes on the battlefield or the life he led.  

ISBN: 1438238541 ISBN-13: 978-1438238548 116 pages 6x9 
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Ararat, Virginia: A Guide From Willis Gap To Kibler Valley 

Released May 2010 

Patrick County Virginia Series of LHP 

 This 75-page guide to Ararat, Virginia, covers the 

history, recommended events, businesses, and the many 

reasons to visit the community just north of Mount Airy, 

North Carolina, in southwest Patrick County, Virginia. Tom 

Perry brought this book out to commemorate the first 

Ararat Festival held in May 2010, which started from a 

festival the previous year, The Free State Of Patrick 

Festival that Perry started at the Ararat Ruritan Building.  

Topics include history along the Ararat River from famous 

murders to famous soldiers who gave their lives for our 

country from the first William Letcher during th e American 

Revolution in 1780 to hopefully the last Levi Barnard 

buried just a few miles upstream. This book contains many 

reasons and places to visit in The Hollow, which Ararat was 

once known. 

  

ISBN1451518404 EAN-139781451518405 75 pages 6x9 
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The Lipford Family In American by Beverly Lipford 

Yeager $24.99 

Released September 2010 

Genealogy Series of Laurel Hill Publishing 

ISBN 1453735925 EAN-13 is 9781453735923 438 Pages 

 The Lipford Family in America is the first title in the 

Genealogy Series From Laurel Hill Publishing. Beverly 

Yeager worked on the Henry County Heritage Book with 

Tom Perry and as a reward for her dedication to the 

project, Perry agreed to print her family genealogy. In over 

440 pages, Yeager tells the story of her family.   
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Henry County Her itage Book $75 

Released December 2010 

Edited by Thomas D. Perry 

 The Henry County Her itage Book is available now 

from Laurel Hill Publishing as Tom Perry edited the book 

and owns the copyr ight to the book that raised thousands of 

dollars for  the Bassett Histor ical Center  that was matched 

by the Harvest Foundation in 2010. 
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DVD Presentations From Laurel Hill Publishing 

 Tom Perry began in 2009 producing a yearly DVD 

presentation from his yearly talks at the Bassett Historical 

Center symposium and workshops. In 2009, Perry released 

Reflecting on J. E. B. Stuart. Suggested retail price is 

$19.99.  

 

Reflections on J. E. B. Stuart $19.99 

ASIN:  B001E0Q08G  

60 minutes in length 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Reflecting-J-E-B-Stuart/dp/B001E0Q08G/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&s=dvd&qid=1219176316&sr=1-4
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George Stonemanôs 1865 Raid/William Jackson Palmer 

$19.99 (Two one hour presentations.) 

 Stonemanôs 1865 Raid is a DVD presentation of 

Perryôs talks at the Bassett Historical Center in 2008 and 

2009. It contains two programs. One program is on the life 

of Union General George Stoneman, who led a 4,000 man 

cavalry raid through northwest North Carolina including 

Mount Airy, and southwest Virginia including Patrick and 

Henry Counties. The second program is about Brigadier 

General William Jackson Palmer, who served under 

Stoneman during the raid. Palmer received the Medal of 

Honor for his service in the Civil War and went to Colorado 

to start a successful railroad business and founded the city 

of Colorado Springs.  

 

   

George Stoneman on the left and William Jackson Palmer 

on the right later in life. 
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Tom Perryôs Titles Available From Arcadia Publishing 

 Arcadia Publishing produced three titles from Tom 

Perry. These books are available directly from Arcadia or 

through books distributors. Perry does not distribute these 

books as the discounts and profit margins do not make it 

worthwhile except at personal appearances. 

Images of America: Patrick County Virginia 

 $19.99 

 

Images of America: Henry County Virginia 

 

 $21.99 


